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ASM gives thanks to Jason Varga for producing the artwork for this flyer

One More Heave

At the time of going to press it
appears that the break-even point
has been reached and all further
registrations will put us into profit.
With a month to go we are hoping
that there will be a surge of
latecomers to give us a healthy
surplus and a much-needed boost
to our lowly funds. Registrations
are of course down to individuals
and we have no control over
people’s decisions to attend. We
have worked hard to promote our
Centenary in all the appropriate
areas. What we do have control
of, and by WE, | mean the
members of our society, are the
numbers of tickets we sell for the
public show.

Every member must have friends
and relatives who would be itching
to view top class, world-renowned,
magicians perform  on their
doorstep at rock-bottom prices.
Where else could a family of four
enjoy a stupendous magic show
for only $60. If you want to
promote the show yourself, there
are copies of the flyer available to
display at work and in pubs and
clubs. | have some to spare

We are delighted that the Friday
version (charity night) of It's Magic
is sold out. We still have spare
seats for Saturday but we don't
want them left empty so if they
don't get snapped up by members
we will be finding other ways to
dispose of them. No doubt there
will be a last minute rush and it
would be a shame if ASM people
are disappointed.

Come on folks, one more heave.
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ASM INFORMATION

Contacts
President:
Charles Gauci 9431 2900
Vice President:
Brian Pleasants 9584 3879

Treasurer:

Temporarily Charles Gauci
Secretary

Tom Stevens 9777 0544
Editor

Brian Pleasants 9584 3879

Website

www.magicians.org.au

Meetings

The ASM meets on the second Monday of each
month (February to December inclusive) at the
Swiss Club, 89 Flinders Lane, Melbourne.

Magic Makers

Magic Makers is the official newsletter of the
Australian Society of Magicians Incorporated
(ASM) and is published 11 times a year
(combined January / February issue).

Written Contributions for Magic Makers are most
welcome. Absolute deadline for copy is 25", of
the month. Please send contributions to

Brian Pleasants Telephone

7 Craig Court 03 9584 3879

Cheltenham 3192

E-mail to

brianpleasants@optusnet.com.au

admin@magicians.org.au

Programme

June 111
DOUBLE BILL

Lecture by Gerald Taylor
Learn about stagecraft and presentation
Stars of Tomorrow
Come along to support the efforts of new
members as they perform their inaugural
acts. See page 10 for details

July 7,8 and 9
Convention

August 13 ™",
Sales and Exchange

September 10 ™.
Workshop

October 8 .
Close-Up Competition

Novemberl2th.
Lecture

December 10 ™.
Xmas Party

Magic Makers

See my plea on the front page for one final heave to sell tickets for the public show.
If you dispose of 30 you will get a free seat at the banquet. | have already earned
myself two seats by selling well over 30 tickets and for booking a table for 10.
There are no freebies for committee members, we are treated the same as
everybody else.

By now all existing members should be financial for 2007. It's a shame that we
have to spend so much time and effort chasing around to receive subscriptions. It's
the same every year. If you intend to maintain your membership you have to pay
your dues sooner or later. Why not make it sooner.

The June meeting promises to be a swinger with a lecture by the very popular
Gerald Taylor and then, up to ten newcomers presenting their inaugural
performance. This very busy meeting means that we have to start on time. | will be
at the Swiss Club by 7pm to open up and if all goes well we should start
proceedings by 7.45 with Gerald’s lecture first. If you are a member who has not
been along to a meeting for a while, please make an effort to fill a seat and support
the newcomers to our ever-growing society

Page 2 of 12



Docc Gives a Lesson in Magic

Direct from a gig in Sydney (see page ) Docc
Hilford gave a lecture in the Swiss Club on May 3".
With one of the biggest audiences seen for some
time now this genial and thoroughly likeable guy
from the United States intrigued his audience with
his immense knowledge of the world of mentalism.
The lecture was followed up a couple of days later
with a workshop on the same subject and this event
was also very well attended. Your editor was
unable to attend either event and | am indebted to
Graham Etherington and Jason Varga for
contributing their impressions, seen below

DOC HILFORD WOKSHOP
By J. D. Varga
| was impressed. Doc is a very polished performer.
His deep understanding of psychology and the use
of it in his effects is brilliant.
I must say that I'm always surprised to see
magicians that do not really do a lot of mentalism at
this type of workshop. If they were coming in hope
of adding a few easy mental effects to their
repertoire, they would have been disappointed.
In fact Doc really only performed one routine. This
was a very good billet effect, cleverly disguised as
‘The best ever card trick. And who was Doc’s
volunteer for this effect? ... Simon Cornell. The
psychology of this trick was that at the end, the
audience thinks they saw the greatest card trick
ever. The method and the whole billet part of the
trick are forgotten. Great effect.
Doc then showed us his handling of this very clever
billet switch, and then made us all practice it,
coming around to each and every person to make
sure they were getting it. A Quick break for
refreshments, and we were back into it. What
followed was an in-depth discussion on how to build
your product (you), to fit the untapped market that
wants our services, but just doesn’t know it yet.
Then Doc explained the bare nuts and bolts of his Q
& A act. | must admit that over the past 12 months, |
have been reading everything on hypnotism and
psychology that | can get my hands on. And I'm glad
for it, because otherwise | think most of the Q&A bit
would have flown right over my head.
All'in all a great workshop.
| can’t end this report with out mentioning that later
on Doc, Charles, Simon and | all joined for dinner.
This was the best part of the whole day. Seeing Doc
in action casually reading waitresses palms and
getting the reactions he was getting, was fantastic. |
won't say too much or | might get Doc in trouble.
Defiantly unforgettable.

DOCC HILFORD LECTURE/WORKSHOP
By Graham Etherington
While there was nothing new in the way of tricks,
the accentuation was on the careful presentation of
effects. That is the way they are presented
especially as they relate to mentalism. This included
the words chosen to use in a presentation and their
subtle differences, the handling of any props used.
The workshop included a hands-on demonstration
of using and switching billets - enough to encourage
the serious ones to take up their unlimited use.
Even | can now switch a billet right in front of your
eyes with the most natural of moves and showing
both hands empty at the same time. | had to
completely change a similar move | regularly use in
my cabaret act. Just hope | don't get them mixed up
and do the wrong one with the wrong trick. Anyone
genuinely there to learn would have got good value
from both the lecture and the workshop; anyone
there just to learn tricks would probably have been
disappointed. For a would- be mentalist- excellent

value.

Magic Makers

Page 3 of 12



Sean’s Decade in Chatswood.

To celebrate his 10" year of business in Chatswood, Sydney, Sean Taylor put on a show in the
Zenith Theatre. Knowing how popular the events are to his loyal followers | was quick to snap up
seats just hours after the ‘Supershow’ was announced. This rapid action by your editor ensured
front row seats, bang in the centre, enabling many pictures to be snapped using my ever-faithful
Brownie Box Camera.

The Zenith is an intimate theatre with tiered seating for 250
and ideal for shows of this nature. As usual with Sean’s
productions, there were no empty seats as the show started
with the appearance of Steve Walker. Anybody who has
attended more than one magic show or convention will be
familiar with his laconic style and pithy one-liners (at no
response to a joke he says’ I'm used to silence, | practice in
front of a mirror....Notice outside a bakers ‘eat our pies,
you never get bette r' and how he stood for an hour by a
window of a jewellers shop that displayed the sign ‘watch
batteries fitted here’ and nobody appeared). He's a
Yorkshireman but certainly not dour and his job was to
compere the show and link the acts together announcing
each one with “If there is one star in this show it has to
be........... ”

He said this of Sam Angelico who performed some standard
magical effects in the guise of a rather odd looking character
who spoke English with a French/Turkish/ Serb/Egyptian
accent. Sam is also vertically challenged but that certainly
didn’t stop him making real magic out of torn and restored
newspaper, $50 note in the lemon and multiple balls and
eggs appearing and disappearing from a black velvet bag
which of course we all knew was empty to start with.....or
was it. Sam has created a successful character and
presented his act around the world (and probably speaks all
the above languages). | learned after the show that he is
actually Australian and that he is one of the only two
magicians from this country to have been crowned World
Champion of Comedy Magic at FISM.

Steve Walker complained that he wasted an hour at the

airport by the moving walkway because the sign proclaimed

DOGS MUST BE CARRIED and he couldn’t find a poodle

anywhere. He then introduced the next ‘star of the show’

Dr.Birdbrain. This zany performer is a Kiwi and has the

dubious distinction of being the only penguin juggler in the

free world. Real name is Jeremy Ansley and he’s worked in

circuses all over the world. He was just brilliant and very

very amusing. It was not possible to call his act magic but it

was certainly magical as he moved between his routines

with staccato movements. He_ finis_hed by balancing on a  gporting different types of headwear you

board, on a cylinder while juggling half a dozen mini  can see Steve in the top picture and Sam

penguins in the air below.
Steve commented. “ Before | came out
the wife said ‘put the kettle on Steve’
and | forgot to take it off
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As | was unable to attend his Melbourne appearances | was delighted
with the appearance of Docc Hilford (also the star of the show). Yelled
out letters from the audience were placed on a board. He used this
‘anagram’ to form a word written on the reverse and not yet to be seen. A
page ‘freely selected’ was torn from a book, and then torn into 16 pieces
and the helper decided on one of them. Would you believe that bang in
the middle of that sliver of paper was the very word written on the back of
the board. Please, please, please, if he described how that is done at the
Swiss Club lecture can somebody tell me.

Sean himself kicked off the second half. Our host is of course an
accomplished magician and he displayed his skill but of course, the ‘star
of the show’ needed to add extra value. | was not aware of his ability to
impersonate stars of stage and screen and indeed of the royal family (he
took off Charles to a T) ‘Just like that' he did Tommy Cooper, Clint
Eastwood, Sean Connery, Michael Crawford then re-enacted a scene
from Steptoe and Son and a bunch of others

Finally we were treated to a performance by “the Star of the Show’ in the
form of Raymond Crowe. In white tie and tails, Ray looked immaculate as
he entertained in his own inimitable style. His performance included a n
intriguing form of levitation. Ray has asked me not to describe the act as
he would like it to be a surprise for people who have yet to see it. His
conclusion was his brilliant shadow show to the sound of Louis Armstrong
singing What a Wonderful World.

On my return to Melbourne a friend puzzled why | had gone all that way
to see a two-hour show. All | can say that it was worth it. Thank you
Sean for a great night out. When is your next presentation

Above, Ray Crowe uses his fingers as antennae in order to zoom
in on a member of the audience. Inevitably it was a pretty girl he
eventually hauled up onto the stage. Top right shows Dr.
Birdbrain with rings in flight. Real name Jeremy Ansley he was
very entertaining and a brilliant juggler. Below is Sean in two of
his manv auises. Should be obvious whom he is takina off
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ASM Attracts More New Members.

After the application for membership by Sol Rosenzweig and Noel Mason detailed in the last edition of
Magic Makers (this is the second notification), and that of Frank Proctor and Daniel Patton in February; the
most recent applications bring the total so far this year to eight. | would challenge any established member
to recall a better start to the year. We are of course delighted at this surge of interest and bodes well for
the future of the society. We do expect some attrition and unfortunately members do pass on so it's
encouraging for the committee to see our numbers continue to rise and not suffer the decline experienced
by other magic societies. Because the people featured on this page are very new they have not had the
opportunity to establish new magic friendships but they are most welcome and we are sure that is only a
matter of a short time before they all become completely integrated into our brotherhood.

All four are proposed by the President and seconded by the Vice President. Details are.

Stefan James Prior Peter Preves

131/870 Princess Highway. Springvale, Known as The 20 Alpina Place, Kangaroo Flat

Gentleman Magician He's a Civil Engineer Peter has been involved with
Been involved in magic since the age of 12 magic for more than 30 years

Dean Elliot

Colin McLean

339 Church Street, Richmond

Colin is a Health and Safety Consultant and has been
interested in magic for the past ten years

22 Millswyn Avenue

Hampton Park Victoria 3976

He's a student and became interested in magic last
year
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Soul Searching

Gavin Skinner and Lydia Lim (Soul Mystique) have
been featured a couple of times in Magic Makers and
recently they appeared in the TV programme
‘Australia’s Got Talent’ They present an amazing
costume changing routine while dancing the tango
and those on email were requested to give their
support with the voting. | thought you would be
interested in their latest email

Hi Brian,

Please thank the magic fraternity for their support!
Anyway, it was an awesome experience and we had fun
and we'd do it all again in a heartbeat! At least we got
some great footage for
you to work with now!

To be honest though,

there were Sony

management contracts

involved  which  we

refused to sign leading

up to the Grand Final

Day...Reason being that

it was full management

and control over

everything that we’'d do,

and also it was all geared in favour of recording
contracts. Thus we’d already suspected earlier on in the
show that this competition was in search for a singer or
instrumentalist to cut albums. At the end of the day, it is
a Simon Cowell (Idol) production, and the main goal of
his reality TV shows is to find and create overnight artists
for Sony BMG. A variety act would not be a moneymaker
for Sony! What makes this even sadder is that the voting
rules and regulations states that ‘the producer has the
final say, and Freemantle Productions is not obligated in
any way to reveal the final scores to the general public’
However, we got what we wanted out of this and it was
exposure...that itself is priceless! We've since been
contacted by America’'s Got Talent and they want us in
their Season 2 which starts filming in LA next
week...these TV people are crazy!

July — we are in Europe! ..but we are trying to come
home for Sept/Oct. Will keep you in the loop!

Best regards, Lydia and Gavin

Don’t All Rush at Once.

At the May meeting | was handed various sums of
money because Nick was unavoidably detained. At
home later | was unable to account for a “surplus” to
expectation. | made notes but obviously not enough. If
you handed me cash please contact me and tell me how
much and what it was for.

Brian Pleasants

Graham’s Goodies

Having had a couple of enquiries in connection with the
larger size illusions, | have decided to offer some for
sale, they are;

Spirit Cabinet  (Magician and hidden assistant)
Floating Lady (Magician, Lady to float and hidden
assistant)

Spike illusion (Spikes come crashing down but the
magician has escaped. (Just the magician)
Melbourne Arts Centre Dolls House  (Magician plus
Girl to be produced) All have been successfully
performed in front of live (real) audiences. Alternatively
until sold, they may be hired for $50 per show - you
pickup and return.

Graham Etherington. 9786 5481

Where Are They Now?

If you ever wonder why we try to exercise some control
around the library on magic nights, it's because we lose
stuff. A recent audit discovered the following items
missing.

Card Manipulations Jean Hugard

Williams Wizardry

Berlands Tricks for Today and Tomorrow

Sympathetic Silks

Magic With Canes

Tarbell Course in Magic Vol 1

The Great Illusionist

Two Lectures on Theatre lllusion

The Book of Magic

We realise the desire to browse but this does result in
much congestion around the cupboard. We request that
you respect the authority of the librarians and wherever
possible refer to the library lists (of which there are half a
dozen) and request your item from Bill Welsh or Ray
Kelly. The transaction must be recorded on your page in
the checkout book. When you return an item ensure this
fact is also noted by the librarian

We are fortunate to possess such a comprehensive
collection of books tapes and DVDs, which is growing as
new purchases are made. We want members to take full

advantage of the facility. Just follow the guidelines for
use while doing so please.
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Once in a Lifetime Offer

Masters of the magical arts, Jeff Mcbride and Eugene Berger combine right after the convention
finishes to present a four-hour workshop. This ‘tour de force’ will not be seen anywhere else in
Australia. Beginning at 6.60pm in the Swiss Club on Tuesday July 10" the session will last four
hours. Aimed at the serious student of magical art the cost will be $100. You are advised to book
early because numbers will be limited. Contact either Charles or myself for a place at this once in
a lifetime opportunity
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Teach-In on Members Night
Thanks to the efforts by five club members the club meeting in May proved to be a big success.
Peter Rodda, lan Baxter, Jason Varga, Glen Hamilton and Andrew Vashevnik joined forces to
demonstrate their party pieces to more than forty members and visitors. Working four tables, the
five moved around ensuring there was continuous action for two hours or more. Thanks to Chris
Haller, the events were recorded and his report appears below

Peter Roda’s Ropes

Peter showed us the first knot he learnt to do which wasn’t very successful. The second knot was better but still didn’t
hold. Graduating to a third attempt using a cross and twist effect the knot looked good but still failed. Then he learnt
the bow tie leading to the ultimate finale when a perfectly made bow tie was produced and in the process of doing a
double knot to make it more sound the resultant was turned into a magic knot that could be taken off the rope and
made to disappear into a spectators hand. Great stuff for the kids Peter.

lan Baxter’'s Shuffled Cards

lan started off by showing us how to confuse an audience to thinking that two red sevens could turn into two black
sevens and then instructed us on how to deal out a poker hand making sure that your hand contained four sevens by
a one more one more one less one less one more shuffle routine. Finally he produced his version of the 21 card trick
using only 18 cards to ensure that at the end of just one re-deal and identification by the original selector you could
produce the chosen card. The real deal lan.

Andrew Vashevnik’'s Gaffed Card

Andrew displayed a deck of 52 blue backed cards and spread the deck allowing a member of the audience to select a
card and sign it. He then shuffled the deck spread them out again to reveal only one blue card in the deck of red
backed cards. The blue single blue backed card just happed to be the selected card however when he flipped it over it
was in fact a red backed card and showed that any blue backed cards had disappeared.

He also had time to show us the Ambitious Card Trick where a card was selected and found from a deck with some
great manipulation of the selected card to ensure it was always found. A real eye opener Andrew

Jason Jokes Aside

Jason showed us how you could blow bubbles in a seemingly frivolous exercise but then magically produce a marble
from mid air while trying to catch one of the bubbles. He also did an entertaining Ring, Coin and Poker Chip deception
to ensure the spectator choose the correct item that was revealed on an engraved medallion for maximum effect. He
then proceeded to show us how four Tic Tacs could be placed in a number of orifices connected to the estuation tubes
and produced at will from his mouth but simply being one ahead of the spectators. A very sticky trick Jason.

Glen Hamilton Hamming it up
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Don’t Miss Our Own Floorshow
We are delighted to have so many applications for
membership this year. A couple go back to the
beginning of 2007 and others applied at the last
meeting. It is hoped that all ten will be able to
demonstrate their magical capabilities at the next
meeting. We realise that June 11™.is a public away
from holiday and so, may prevent some
established members from attending but we do
hope for a big turnout to give the newcomers
support and encouragement. Bring along friends
to, for a really special magical night out.
There will be a wide range of experience to view,
from Dean Elliott with just a year behind him to
Sammy Allen who has been in the business for
years. Assuming they all meet expectation we will
use the August meeting as an opportunity to initiate
them into our Fellowship.
This influx of new blood bodes well for the future
and continues the trend for membership of ASM to
be continually growing.

Was | Wrong?

At the May meeting | was approached by a
member who complained about some annoying
behaviour at one of the tables. The reason for his
complaint was the distraction caused by ‘card
jugglers’ who were constantly demonstrating their
unique skill in card manipulation. Personally, | am
always fascinated by this ability to defy the laws of
gravity and make the pasteboards appear to have
a mind of their own. | have to ask the question
however if these actions are desirable while a
demonstration and explanation of effects are taking
place. | may well have upset a visitor and a couple
of members by requesting that they desist the

I can see nothing wrong with the practice while
sitting in a row of seats or while gathered with a
bunch other guys all doing something similar. But
when it's being done, on the tabletop just one place
apart from the demonstrator in my opinion it's
disrespectful and bad manners. The demonstrator
must be distracted and to be doing it suggests the
‘juggler’ is bored and is taking no interest in the
proceedings. One of the established member’'s
retorts was “Hey! It's a magic club for goodness
sake” That may be, but as my old grandmother
used to say ‘There's a time and place for
everything”

Was | wrong in taking some action to request the
cards should be put away for an hour to allow full
attention to be paid to the business in hand?
Please can we have some debate on the question?

Nominations Please

The 2007 Centenary Convention will an ideal
opportunity to recognise outstanding contributions
to magic, especially within Australia and in
particular our own society. There are three levels
of the Sphinx Order (bronze, silver and gold)
available and invitations are invited from the
membership to nominate any person they consider
is a worthy recipient of those awards.

Please forward any suggestions in writing to the
Secretary Tom Stevens, 135 Switchback Road,
Chirnside Park, 3116

practice while the demonstration was taking place,
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Sorcery from Sweden
The Life and Times of Lennart Green

This is a condensed version of the article that
appeared in Linking Ring Volume 79 published
in April 199

Eugene Berger, Jeff McBride and Shawn
Farquhar are all starring in the convention this
year. They will be joined by Gaetan Bloom,
Shoot Ogawa and Lennart Green. Magic
Makers has already covered the careers of the
first three and now it’s the turn of Lennart to be
featured. Doctor tuned magician, our star of
the month has had fingers in many pies during
his 66 years on this earth. For those of you
who know nothing about this Swedish master
of card magic, read on.........

If you can pronounce it, Lennart was born in Vaastervik,
a small coastal town in Sweden. His father was an
amateur magician but he died when the lad was quite
small. Lennart obviously inherited the genes because
he became interested in the craft at a very early age.
With his father no longer around the young man looked
around for further inspiration and hit upon Mandrake, a
character in a carton strip whose speciality was
hypnotism, a subject in which Lennart has always
maintained an interest.

Being a restless soul, he tried many different types of
work, as magic was not going to pay the bills. He's
been a teacher, personal exercise trainer, and restorer
of old violins, tour leader, night porter and prison guard.
Aspiring to greater heights he gained entry into
Gothenburg University in 1968 and graduated to work
as a doctor at a small hospital as a GP. Part time he
also worked in a mental hospital and with autopsy.
Medicine however interfered with his passion in life,
magic. Forgoing the financial rewards offered by the
profession, Lennart decided to branch out into the
‘entertainment’ business but has not abandoned the
medical field completely. His younger brother is a
physiotherapist and occasionally Lennart helps him out
with his patients.

Diversification is the order of the day and when asked
what is his profession he will reply “Well, 1 don’t know
exactly, Maybe “satisfied runner of my own business” |
am interested in communication, leadership, puzzles
and problem solving, Very often | have talks or lectures
for companies or for special people on these things. On
these occasions | don't advertise myself as a magician
but always | sneak in magic just to “prove my thesis” |
think many magicians can do the same. We magicians
have so many new, different and interesting aspects on
those things”

When he was 19 Lennart took a trip to America and was
fascinated by the country and returned about 16 years
ago with his magic credentials well established in
Scandinavia. He joined the convention in LA arranged
by Joe Stevens and Geno Munari. He keeps returning
and has done two Desert Seminars, two Magic Summits
in Washington, Tannen’'s Jubilee, and The SAM
Convention, various lecture tours, two Martin Gardner
Puzzle Conventions in Atlanta and he’s appeared at the
Magic Castle. Awards include Ron Macmillan’s Close-

up Competition in London and FISM-91, Card Magic in
Lausanne and some more.

Lennart is an innovator and has the reputation of
creating unique card techniques and lots of new moves.
He had time to think about his magic while working
nighttime shifts at hospitals and prisons. He developed
lots of solitaire games and started to think of his
“Dream-Trick”, pondering on the question...... Is it
possible to take any regular deck, shuffle it, do some
quick amazing tricks and then, when everybody thinks
it's over to spread the cards and Voila! Find all the cards
in perfect numerical and suit order, all without any deck
switch. OR take any regular shuffled deck and ask the
spectator to decide the number of players in a poker
game and indicate where he would like the winning
hand (a Royal Flush) to appear. At the time of the
source of this article was appearing in Linking Ring it
would seem the answer hadn’t been found. Perhaps he
will reveal the trick at the convention, if so; it would be
worth the fee just to see that.

Perhaps for many his most notable claim to fame
occurred at FISM-88 in Den Haag. He completely
bamboozled the judges who were convinced he used a
stooge, a deck-switch or both. He didn’t of course and
presented the panel with the used deck after the
performance.

No doubt Lennart will confuse most of us at the
convention, especially your humble editor, who's easily
fooled. Hopefully he will reveal his technique, method
and secrets

Magic Makers

Page 11 of 12



Glen’s contribution, continued from page 9

| went through my sponge ball routine and relevant
moves with the members at the meeting in May

| explained that sponge balls are one effect that | often
"jazz" with so therefore therefore, my routine often
changes slightly with every performance.

The moves | spoke about were the perpetual ball
sequence; basic vanishes, loading sponges into the
spectator's hand and the old favourite 2 in the hand,
one in the pocket.

The routine | showed only utilizes two different sleights

My advice was to just relax and do the trick because
the audience don't know what you are going to do and
therefore know not what to look for

Most magicians get "caught out" simply because they
look guilty when they perform a sleight.

If you are relaxed and totally comfortable with the
moves you are performing, your body language
doesn't send out "guilty messages".

That's it in a nutshell but if you need any more
information, just drop me a line and | can send off an
few more sentences.

for the audience to scrutinize.

The thumb palm and the fake pass. The rest of the
"dirty work" is done in the pockets and out of view

| stressed that a relaxed slight/move is far less
perceptible to the audience than a theatrical "French
drop and point" style that is often used by many
practitioners.

Regards, Glenn

The Last Word

President’s Report

| believe that as the time is drawing nearer to our convention | would ask all members of the ASM
to contact me by e-mail or phone with respect to any awards they may have received during their
membership. We need to take stock as to who has received what in the past.

We would also like members to nominate any club mem ber who they feel justly deserves
recognition for the work that they have done for th e club. At present we have the Bronze,
Silver and Gold Sphinx trophies and the other is a Life Membership award. | think that our
convention would be the appropriate time to present such awards to any deserved club
member.

The club has more than doubled in numbers over the past five years and we are going from
strength to strength. The future of any club relies very heavily on new members joining and
providing fresh input.

Convention Program Advertising. If you are planning to place a welcome or congratulatory
advertisement please book the space ASAP. Closing date for acceptances is 20" June. No
advertisement will be accepted thereafter. Remember, this may be the only time to have your
name in print and | think it is worthwhile for posterity’s sake. In 100 years time when people peruse
the program your name will still be there for all to see.

After the 10" of June convention registrants will not receive a convention bag. Without being rude
you have had over one year’s notice to register and we are not prepared to over order the bags at
considerable cost and be left with dead stock. You will however receive the “Deception Down
Under” book, A Convention Pen, Notebook and a Convention Program. We have been asked to
extend the registration closing dates and this is the only way we can do it satisfactory. There is
also the problem of transport. We need to know two weeks in advance how many shuttle buses
we need to order. Registrations will close on the 1% July. If you have any suggestions regarding
the convention please do not hesitate to contact myself or other members of your committee.
Looking forward to seeing many of you at the meeting this month, We have a great programme lined up for
you.
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