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Ross Skiffington----Master of Illusion 
 

If you feel some deja vu in looking at the picture above, then you are right.  You have seen it before in the 
September 2004 edition of Magic Makers. Having paid royalties on using the picture before, your editor 
believes in getting value for money.  Ross will be producing the stage shows connected with the convention 
and also for the entertainment at the banquet.  Magic Makers will be featuring this long term member of our 
society in the May edition.  
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ASM INFORMATION 
 

Contacts 
President: 
 Charles Gauci       9431 2900 
Vice President: 
  Brian Pleasants    9584 3879 
Treasurer: 
  Temporarily Charles Gauci  
Secretary  
 Tom Stevens         9777 0544 
Editor 
 Brian Pleasants    9584 3879 
 

Website 
www.magicians.org.au 
 

Meetings 
The ASM meets on the second Monday of each 
month (February to December inclusive) at the 
Swiss Club, 89 Flinders Lane, Melbourne. 
 

Magic Makers 
Magic Makers is the official newsletter of the 
Australian Society of Magicians Incorporated 
(ASM) and is published 11 times a year 
(combined January / February issue). 
 
Written Contributions for Magic Makers are most 
welcome.  Absolute deadline for copy is 25th. of 
the month.  Please send contributions to 
   Brian Pleasants                     Telephone 
    7 Craig Court                         03 9584 3879 
   Cheltenham  3192 
 
   E-mail to                                
   brianpleasants@optusnet.com.au   
   admin@magicians.org.au 
 

Programme  
  

April 2 nd.  
Lecture by Murray 

April 8 th. 
Tim Falkiner lecture 
(Free to members) 

April 28 th. 
Sean Taylors Magic Day in Sydney 

May 14 th. 
Workshop 
June 11 th. 

Table Hopping 
July 7,8 and 9 

Convention 
August 13 th. 

Sales and Exchange 
September 10 th. 

Workshop 
October 8 th. 

Close-Up Competition 
November12th. 

Lecture 
December 10th.  

Xmas Party 
 
 

At one time this month it looked as though Magic Makers was going to be 
reduced to 8 pages.  I was desperate to get the April edition out early to help 
promote the Murray lecture on April 2nd and was short of input.  Then Glen 
Hamilton came up trumps with a first class report on the Steve Bender lecture. 
The newsletter has had a dozen pages ever since I became editor three years 
ago and relies heavily on contributions from our members. It’s your publication 
folks so let’s be hearing more from you.   Don’t worry about style, grammar or 
spelling.  Just give me the words and I’ll stick the verbs and nouns into the right 
places.  
An appeal from me for an assistant editor has resulted in a tentative response 
but I am still looking for permanent backup for vacations and in case I fall under 
a bus.  Glen would be a great choice but he’s snowed under with work and I 
hear he’s to be a father (October).  Now I KNOW he’ll have no spare time so is 
there anybody else out there who would like to make a contribution to the well -
being of our society? 
Thanks to all members who have offered their services in running the 
convention.  Duties will be assigned over the next few weeks.   It’s going to be 
one hell of a weekend  
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New Applications for 
Membership 
 
With most members tending to shy away from the 
Annual General Meeting it was a surprise to see 
new faces at the Swiss Club on March 12th.  
Sammy Allen was a member some years back but 
still needs to have his details published under the 
new rules. If any financial member knows of any 
reason why any of the three applicants featured 
here then a letter should be written to the secretary, 
Tom Stevens. 

 
Robert Curry 
82 Raleigh Street, 
Westmeadows, 
He became interested in 
magic last year. 
Proposed Jason Varga, 
Seconded Brian 
Pleasants 
 
 

 
 
 
Sammy Allen  
16/93 Glenhuntley Road 
Elwood 
Sammy is a ‘long time’ 
magician. 
Proposed Charles Gauci 
Seconded Brian 
Pleasants 
 
 
 
 
 Nick Johnson 
34 Barkly Street 
Carlton 
‘Funnybones’ Nick has 
been involved in magic 
since 1985. 
Proposed Charles Gauci 
Seconded Brian 
Pleasants 
 

Having paid their application fees they will be 
granted normal club facilities, including use of the 
library, but are not allowed voting rights on any 
issues. It is hoped they will accept the challenge to 
perform their inaugural act in the near future and 
then take part in the initiation ceremony to make 
them full members 

All Hands on Deck 
 
The request for bodily help with the convention was 
met with a fair response and now planning can go 
ahead to assign duties to the dozen of so members 
who have either phoned or emailed me. Major 
requirements (artists, theatre, hotel, banquet venue 
etc) have been tackled so now we have to get down 
to the nitty gritty jobs that can only be achieved with 
a willing task force. All members have been advised 
of the things that need to be done and if you have 
the time and have not already contacted me then do 
so please. Many hands make light work. 
 
 

What Cost a Night Out? 
 
Ever really thought about what it costs to have a 
good night out? 
Decent theatre ticket or top show at the Rod Laver 
Arena will cost over $100.  Starters or finishers plus 
a decent steak with half a bottle of good wine will 
set you back at least $50. Slap a tip on top of that 
and if you’re generous you could say goodbye to 
around  $170. Not quantifiable would be decent 
surroundings, atmosphere and a special sense of 
belonging to everybody else in the room. 
Well you’ll certainly get a load of that last sentence 
plus a three-course meal and all the drink you can 
sensibly consume in the sumptuous surroundings of 
the Arts Centre ballroom next July for just $100.  Oh 
yes! and I nearly forgot you will get Las Vegas type 
floorshow thrown in for extra value. Our own. Ross 
Skiffington will produce a cabaret-par-excellence to 
leave you breathless.  AND, no doubt there will be 
close-up round the tables magic while you are 
enjoying your meal. 
Friends and relations who will not be attending the 
convention or the public show will be able to get a 
taste of real magic so why not get up a party and 
join in for this very special night out.  Get just nine 
like minded people to join you and book a table for 
ten and there’s a special bonus.  You get your ticket 
free. Or, even better, spread the bonus around and 
each person in your group will only have to pay $90 
per ticket. 
 I challenge any member of our society to show me 
where you could ever get better value for a very 
special night out. Speak to either myself or Charles 
to have your place at a table booked.  First in best 
dressed by the way for best positions although I am 
assured everybody will have excellent viewing. 
                                                        Brian Pleasants 
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Business as Usual 
 
There are no changes to the team that served ASM members for most of the 
financial year up to the 2007 AGM.  The business side of the meeting at the 
Swiss Club on March 12th. was conducted quickly with the minimum amount 
of fuss.  Mark Mayer who was elected Treasurer in the 2006 committee 
unfortunately had to resign his position last year and since then the finances 
have been managed by the President with the able assistance of Nick Morton 
as ‘bookkeeper’.  This situation still exists and the society is still without an 
official Treasurer.  By all accounts this arrangement works well with Nick 
preferring to opt out of being an actual committee member. 
After the minutes of the 2006 AGM and the election of the new committee 
were approved the President gave an address that highlighted a very 
successful year with an increasing membership and a satisfactory financial 
situation.  Thanks to the capable hands of Nick Morton the financial 
complexities of 2006/2007 are in good control in the months leading up to the 
Centenary Convention in July.  On this matter Charles spend some time with 
a plea to members for support in this very busy time.  He made the point that 
now major tasks like booking guest stars, plus the convention and banqueting 
venues there are 100 and 1 ‘housekeeping’ jobs to be done. There’s too 
much for a handful of committee members who are already involved with day 
to day running of the society. He requested that offers of assistance should 
be directed to himself or to the Vice President, Brian Pleasants. 
 
Pictured are, top to bottom 
Charles Gauci , President; Brian Pleasants , Vice President; Tom Stevens , 
Secretary; Ian Baxter , committee member; Nimesh Thakkar , committee 
member.  

A refreshment break followed the 
business section before the second 
half of the meeting began with the 
President giving a mini-lecture on 
magic squares.  He began with a 
warning that when presenting this 
effect you should call it anything 
BUT Magic Squares. Members of an 
audience can easily enter the key 
words into Google when they get 
home and all will be revealed. 
Presented properly at speed and 
with the right kind of patter, this 
however can be baffling and is one 
that can be performed with great 
mystification if challenged “Show us 
a trick then” when people learn you 
are a magician. 
Once the formula is known the trick 
can easily be done with numbers up 

to 100 but becomes more complex when three digit combinations are used.  
Charles demonstrated his technique by using an audience member to call out 
5 second intervals, up to half a minute as he began to complete the square 
using as a start a number called out.  It was an impressive demonstration and 
he promised to reveal all in the next edition of Magic makers.  So watch this 
space folks. 
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Jason Varga was up next. His stock in trade is mentalism 
(like the President) and he showed a very clever ESP effect 
using cards with clubs, diamonds, hearts and spades 
interspersed with shapes all in different colours.  He was 
able to correctly identify a selected card that was re-inserted 
into the pack by the helper without any double cuts, false 
shuffles or quick peeks.  I have to admit I was let into the 
method earlier in the evening as he shared the secret with 
Charles and I’m not telling. 
Tom Stevens performed some jiggery pokery with cards and 
old hand ‘newcomer’ Sammy Allen performed some very 
impressive sleights with a couple of Paul Harris effects. One 
was a coin and card matrix trick called Free Flight and I 
believe the other was ‘Revisiting The Inner Circle’ or a name 
like that.  Anyway Sammy told me it was his handling of the 
Paul Harris effect and I was very impressed with his rapid-
fire approach to both the demonstrations. 
Simon Coronel did some stuff using just his hands and a 
rubber band.  He’s always amazing.  He made fingers and 
thumbs appear, disappear, become shortened or elongated, 
all done with such aplomb and nonchalance 
 
Top picture shows Sammy working Fiona and below tom is seen 
talking to somebody’s bald patch  
 
 

Magicians Pass On 
 
Gene Raymond  
Gene Raymond passed away on Tuesday 20th 
February. A private funeral was held on Friday 23rd 
February. 
He wrote a book, which he called "Nearly a Goner" 
and while it does not contain a lot of magic, it is 
most interesting, giving an insight into the life and 
times of this great magician. Gene was the best 
Manipulative Act ever to come out of South 
Australia, even earning praise from the late Maury 
Rooklyn. 
There was a special tribute held on Thursday 1st 
March 2007 arranged by Raymond Crowe at 
"Theatre 62" in Adelaide with special performances 
by five local magicians. In attendance from 
interstate were Nolene and Graham Etherington 
from Melbourne and Steve Walker from Sydney 
 
Bill Hardgrave  
Bill Hardgrave, probably the first magician to work  
professionally in Queensland, was laid to rest at a 
service held on Tuesday 6th March 2007. He had a 
friendly nature and was a person who many a 
magician looked up to as a doyen of the craft.  
Bill was in his eighties, spending much of his later 
life in a nursing home and so was probably not so 
well known amongst the newer members of the 
magic world. 
 

David Faulkner  
David Faulkner also known at one stage as "Pappa 
Balloon" passed away at the age of 55. Around 
Christmas time he was suffering from shortness of 
breath, went for a check-up and was diagnosed 
with cancer. An operation was performed and 
follow-up treatment arranged, unfortunately his 
condition deteriorated and he was unable to 
undertake it. His passing is another loss to 
Queensland and the magic fraternity  
 
Graham Etherington 
 
 
 

Peter Rodda warns all “Pick a 
Card”merchants 

He sent this 
cutting but 
on further 
investigation 
the 
newspaper 
article was 
about credit 
card fraud    
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Something to Look Forward to 
 

Graham Etherington has four lectures from visiting magical personalities planned. One is at very 
short notice, hence this edition of Magic Makers being published earlier than usual. The content on 
this page is how I received it by email from Graham. Hopefully is will reach you in time before the 
‘Murray’ lecture. 
 

 
Murray - Monday 2nd April 8.00pm  
Yes Murray will be here in Melbourne on a flying visit stopping off between 
engagements. Why? Because he hasn't been here before. 
Apart from all his prize winning manipulation acts Murray is best known for 
two things 1. His haircut! and 2. His award winning act with CD's !  
His lecture is featuring "Routining an Award Winning Show".  
 
 
Docc Hilford - 
Lecture - 
Thursday 3rd 
May 2007 
Imagine seeing a 
professional 

mentalist's act and wanting to add one, a few or 
all of the effects you saw to your show. You 
attend his lecture, but he only explains a few 
tricks and none of them from his actual act. 
Many professionals refuse to perform their "A" 
material if there are magicians in the audience, 
they don't want their private effects to get out. 
This is understandable, but what if a 
professional mentalist was to give a special 
lecture that explained every detail of his entire 
act, the act he's presenting around the world? 
Would you miss it? Or would you eagerly run as 
fast as you could to get the real secrets? 
Docc Hilford's lecture will teach his complete 
act. 
Plus a Bonus "The Complete Nightclub Act" - A 
fast paced, multi trick, 15-minute act designed 
for dance floors in hotel nightclubs. 
Workshop - 3.00pm Saturday 5th May   
Several working mentalist have asked Docc not 
to reveal the secrets that are taught in this 
workshop; they think they're too good to let out. Here's some of what you'll learn 
Real Work on Billets - How to entertain 1 to 1000 people with a couple of slips of paper. (Inside stuff) 
Where to Get the Cash - Places to earn at least $1000 a show with what you've learned.  
The Perfect Question and Answer Act - Q and A that can be performed anywhere anytime! Docc Hilford 
invented a method of Q&A where nothing is written yet 15 or 20 questions are answered. No pre-show 
work, just walk on and start working. 
Participants will receive a CD version of the classic book, "One Man Mind Reading Secrets" by Ralph 
Read. Also include are two books by mentalist Ted Annemann, " Annemanns Buried Treasures", 
"Annemanns Mental Mysteries" 
Bookings essential and payment of $40 payable no later than 3rd May 2007 to Graham Etherington  
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David Ginn - Thursday 9th August 
 
David Ginn returns to our shores once again, this time with 
his two hour CHRISTMAS MAGIC TOUR DOWN UNDER! 
... Includes an hour of practical commercial magic and an 
hour of do-it-yourself material. This has been very 
successful in the USA for performers getting ready to do all 
those Christmas holiday shows. The lecture book is 
already written, so that will be available along with plenty of 
props for those who want them. 
 
Oz Pearlman - November 2007 
 
Oz Pearlman is a full-time professional magician in New 
York City. He has just returned from a very successful and 
critically acclaimed lecture tour throughout Europe, and is 
now presenting his lecture Into the Abyss in the United 
States! You do not want to miss this one. The lecture 
consists of a mix of close-up mentalism and magic, with an 
emphasis on very practical, commercial, and memorable 
routines. There is something for everyone at this lecture, 
ranging from beginner to advanced. Here are just a few of 
the items included in the lecture… 
"Perfection": The name says it all…quite possibly the most 
direct mental effect with a deck of cards ever conceived. 
And best of all, it is very easy to do! 
"What’s in a Name?" This has become Oz’s signature 
effect in his strolling repertoire. This is an absolutely 
impossible prediction of a thought of person, including 
details about that person that the performer could not 
possibly know. Perform at your own risk as some 
spectators will truly believe that you are psychic. 
"21st Century Phantom": This updated handling of an 
Annemann classic is a real crowd pleaser. A thought of 
celebrity is revealed in an incredibly unique manner, and is 
then bestowed upon the spectator as a very memorable 
(and marketable) souvenir. It can be performed close-up 
and is repeatable. This routine is truly a reputation maker 
 

Spread the word 
If you purchase a ticket for the convention you get  to see 
the stage show for free.  However, no doubt you hav e 
friends and family who would want to have a magical  
experience so why not gather together a party and h ave a 
wonderful night out for very little cost. A family ticket 
(2 adults, 2 children) is only $60.  Individual adu lts are 
charged $30 and concessions are $15 while the price  for 
children is $15.  Rotary are running the show on Fr iday 
July 7 th  and next day it’s our turn. 
Speak to Charles Gauci or me to book a place on eit her 
night for this unique experience. 
Brian Pleasants 
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A Bit of a Pickle (A report by Glen Hamilton) 
 
No long after taking my seat which came with plenty of 
good humoured ribbing and bother as is usually the case 
when a 6’5” member sits in the front row of a lecture, your 
humble scribe was coerced into writing this report. 
As 99% of working magicians, I am a kid’s show 
entertainer when I heard that Steve Bender of Ickle Pickle 
Products was lecturing, I marked it with red pen in my 
calendar. I have to admit that I was surprised that there 
wasn’t a better turn out but none the less, a good time was 
had by all. 
 
Steve opened his lecture by giving a little background of his 
introduction to magic, which was fuelled by the need to pay for 
his father’s Renault that he trashed as a college student after 
having “borrowed” the car without his dad’s permission. 
Steve secured a job as a magical clown with a sports-shoe 
company having very little or no magic experience and worked 
all summer to repay the cost of the wrecked car. 
At the end of his contract, Steve was lucky enough to be given 
the size 14 running shoes and clown costume with which he 
then went out and started performing shows and birthday parties 
independently. 
With in 3 years he was performing 600 shows each year 
 
“Chained” was the first item in the bill where a 3” saddle ring was 
literally dropped onto a loop of chain where it fell to the floor. 
Naturally this was only to prove how difficult it is to drop the ring 
and link the ring to the chain, which was accomplished with little 
or no skill at all. This particular effect requires no gimmicked 
props at all, just the chain loop and the ring! 
Another ring penetration “Ring Free” was to follow where 
another ring was threaded onto a shoelace with both ends held 
by the spectator. The ring was then pulled free of the cord again 
without the use of any tricky sleight of hand or gimmicked props. 
“Purified Water” is Steve’s answer to the cap in bottle. A cap is 
removed from a bottle of water then visibly pushed inside. Truly 
remarkable! Everything can be passed for examination as soon 
as the penetration has taken place and given away as a 
souvenir. 
 
Every lecture needs a card trick unless you want to see a man 
clubbed to death in cold blood. Steve obliged with a little gem he 
calls “True or false” which satisfied the close up guys. 7 cards 
are freely selected from any by the spectator having one card 
remembered. The remembered card is returned to the remaining 
6 card packed at which time the spectator is asked to reveal the 
name of their card. The spectator may tell the truth or lie. The 
named card, true or false, it spelled out using the 7 cards. The 
spectator is then asked if they lied or told the truth. You spell 
“lied” if they lied or “truth” if they honestly named their 
remembered card and lo and behold, their card turns up. A 
completely self-working trick that anyone can do! 
 

 

Top picture shows Steve with Tenyo’s 
“Dream Bag and the bottom one shows him 
with the Triple Bag Set.  Not mentioned in the 
text (there was so much to talk about) was 
Steve’s Magic Spiral. The middle picture 
shows him demonstrating this simple but 
intriguing item 
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The next routine used a number of Steve’s pet products including the Instant Change Tubes, Vanishing Life 
Savers, Itty Bitty Change Bag, Silk Blendo, Rainbow Streamers and Multi-Design Light. The Multi-Design 
Light is a fantastic bit of business, which Steve milked beautifully, that could be employed by any performer 
for an injection of comedy into almost any routine. 
Steve developed a mini chick pan without clips and a magnetic base which holds the load pan in the base 
once the pan has made its production which I think is ingenious. He demonstrated the pans using mini 
sponge rabbits but naturally, anything that fits the little load pan would do. 
Next was a series of printed silk effect with the Rabbit-Duck Silk and Rabbit from Hat Silks.  
For me the standout effect of the evening was the Silk on sash. There have been several different 
variations on this theme on the market but this one really blew me away. A black silk sash is shown and 
slung over the shoulder. A brightly co loured silk is vanished (via any method) and as the sash is pulled 
from the shoulder, the coloured silk appears tied to its centre. Not only that, it’s all completely examinable! 
The “Flick Change frame” is a cute little trick where a prediction card is shown and placed in a slatted 
frame. I card is then selected (using a one way force deck to make things easy) and shown. The prediction 
is revealed in the frame only to be the wrong card. You tip the card out of the frame where it instantly 
changes into the selection. 
Tenyo’s “Dream Bag” is a fantastic production of 3 clear plastic boxes filled with flowers from an “empty” 
paper bag. But this effect is hard to come by and when you do find it, it’s often very expensive. Steve has a 
nicely produced and even better priced set that does the job just as well. 
Steve’s “Triple Prediction” is an item that will play to adults just as well as kids. A prediction card is set 
aside the spectator being offered another 3 different cards for selection depicting an apple, banana and 
tomato. The spectator selects one to be placed in a paper bag; another to be held by the performer whist 
the spectator holds the remaining card. The prediction card is read to reveal that all along you knew who 
would be holding what. There was a surprise production on a “splat tomato” as a climax. 
A very simple cups and balls routine given an overhaul with a very cleverly rhymed patter revolving around 
the Rub-a-dub-dub nursery rhyme. I’m sure that the die-hard close up guys weren’t that impressed but this 
is a routine for audiences and I can tell that it would be an absolute winner for families. Very cute and easy 
to boot. 
On the home stretch now with the Triple Gag Bag Set in which a large cloth bag changes colour 6 or so 
times by turning it inside out. I zipper is found on one of the “sides”, opened and a smaller bag is inside and 
goes through the same colour changing process. This smaller bag has a zipper and inside yet a smaller 
bag is found. This can be used as a change bag. Steve uses this bag to change a $20 note to a $20 bill 
(from the restaurant) as a sucker finish. 
Steve’s final presentation of the evening was a real pearler! 
Sorry, I can’t resist a good pun when I trip over one. 
The story of Granny’s necklace, not Granny beads, would make the perfect effect for the birthday girl at a 
party show On what looks like a jewellers necklace display stand is a pearl necklace. This is taken and 
placed in an “Itty Bitty Cylinder of Much”, or any other changing utility prop and vanishes without a trace. In 
its place is found a Black handkerchief belonging to One-Eyed Hogan who gave the necklace to Granny all 
those many years ago. The handkerchief is draped over the empty display board and in an instant it is 
yanked away to reveal the pearl necklace hanging back where it started. 
There is a lovely romantic story to accompany this effect, which I think would play extremely well for the 
adults as well as children. 
Well there we have it. If you missed Steve’s lecture, you really missed a fun night but I’d highly recommend 
that you get hold of a set of his lecture notes. 
I found Steve to be an incredibly warm and generous man even though I only had a very brief chance to 
say hello and thank him for a lecture that I enjoyed very much. So, I’ll leave you with the few words he used 
to close his lecture. 

If I but caused a laugh from you, 
If but took away some blue, 

If I have made one trick seem new, 
Then I have made my dream come true. 

 
Thank you Glen Hamilton for this very accurate and well-written report on the Steve Bender lecture. 
Members are reminded that there is a cash prize for the ‘best contributor’ to the pages of Magic Makers at 
the end of the year’   
 
. 
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Matt gets out and about on TV 
 
Many of you may have seen previous ASM 
President Matt Hollywood on TV over the past 
month.  Spread mainly over Channel 10, he has 
created some great magic for Television and has 
apparently had a lot of fun along the way. 

 
We don’t see you enough at our meetings Matt. 
Have you got your name down yet for the 
competition at the convention?  
 
 

Creative Thought: 
The Art of "Outward Thinking " 

By Kyle Peron 
 
I wanted to share with you what I hope may be a 
series of articles all on the concept of creativity in 
magic. How can we become more creative with the 
magic that we do and how can we all learn to open 
our minds up to not only think creatively but also 
allow  
ourselves to make it a habit. It is my intention in 
these articles to only provoke thought and if I can 
even get you thinking just a bit differently about how 
you do your magic, then I think that is only better for 
the magical arts. So what about outward thinking?  
 
How can we take this approach and apply it to 
magic and to the new way we can think about the 
magic we create? Well for starters when you are So 
what about outward thinking? How can we take this 
approach and apply it to magic and to the new way 
we can think about the magic we create? Well for 
starters when you are working on a new routine or 
act, withstand the urge to go immediately to your  
magic books and magic videos. Get away from your 
props and apparatus in your magic den. Get away 
from it all and allow yourself to think .working on a 
new routine or act, withstand the urge to go 

immediately to your magic books and magic videos. 
Get away from your props and apparatus in your 
magic den. Get away from it all and allow  
yourself to think. I have created a term I that I often 
call "Outward Thinking". Now this term may not be 
new at all and I may not even be the first one to use 
it in context to the magical arts. But when I started 
thinking about writing this article, part of me started 
wondering. What was the one biggest problem that 
hinders magicians from thinking and being more 
creative with their magic? What happens to us 
inside that prevents us from opening our minds to 
different ways of presenting our magic? 
 
As I started to think more about it I realized that we 
come at our magic from the wrong direction. It 
sounds strange but allow me to indulge in this for a 
little bit. When we start to work on a magic routine 
or act we tend to start thinking in an "Inward" 
fashion. What usually happens is that you find 
yourself looking at props and apparatus with the 
intention of somehow combining these in some way 
to create an interesting piece of magic. This 
happens a lot and I must admit I have done this too 
in the past. To me this is inward thinking. You are 
forcing yourself to start at a particular place by 
narrowing your creative options. 
 
But what I learned was that this only tends to hinder 
our creative thinking instead of allowing us to think 
fresh. If I start with certain props and apparatus first 
am I not already limiting my creativity by forcing it 
down a certain path? I would say yes it does. If I 
truly want to be creative with my magic I should 
learn to expand my thoughts and ideas and not 
allow the apparatus or props to dictate what I am 
going to present to my audience. But how many of 
us go about creating magic in this fashion? If you 
are honest with yourself, probably a lot of you  
reading this article will admit that you tend to create 
in this exact manner. 
 
But if we are not to inwardly think, then what is a 
different approach we can take? This is where the 
term "outward thinking" came to me. I think to start 
thinking creatively with your magic you need to not 
limit yourself or your ideas. To many of us fall in the 
realm of looking inwards towards magic for our 
ideas and creative concepts instead of looking 
outwards away from magic. When you constantly 
are looking inward at magic for ideas, then it already 
starts limiting your imagination. Instead of being and  
allowing yourself to be truly creative, you are forcing 
yourself to recreate what has already been done 
before. In a sense inward thinking leads to magic 
clones. 
    
                                           Continued on next page
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Instead of taking a prop and wondering what to do 
with it, go the opposite direction. Allow yourself to 
first come up with the entertainment idea first and 
build the routine or act around that. What I mean is 
creative thinking should not be limited by what 
props you own or what videos you have or any of 
that. True creativity has no boundaries. Imagine 
how creative your magic can be if you stop limiting 
yourself from the start. 
 
If a magician is all about entertaining his or her 
audience, then let us start being creative by first 
teaching ourselves to think of the creative and 
entertainment idea first. Ask yourself what would 
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watch a good movie. This is the essence of what I 
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from it. Instead put on music, take a walk in nature 
or watch a good movie. This is the essence of what 
I refer to as outward thinking. Allow outside sources 
to inspire you and your magic. I think if you do, you 
will be shocked at what creative ideas will come 
from it. you like to see on that stage? What would 
be entertaining to an audience? Is there a character 
on stage doing something? If so who is this 
character and what would he do? If you start to ask 
yourself these questions then you start thinking in 
an outward motion. You are coming at your magic 
from a totally different angle. You will find yourself 
starting with the entertainment value of the routine 
and then building the rest of the routine around 
that. To me this is a much more creative way of 
thinking about magic. It allows you to open your 
mind up and  
to know that what you work on from that point on 
has to reflect back on the initial entertainment idea. 
 
I think starting with the entertainment concept of the 
act is a much better way to be creative than forcing 
yourself to figure out what to do with these 4 props 
you have in your drawer. You start opening your 
mind up and start creating interesting ideas. 
 
A perfect example of this type of thinking is from a 
show I saw Topas do at the SAM National 
Convention a few years ago. I got a chance to talk 
with him briefly after his lecture and he really  
opened my eyes. Here is a magician whose 

entire show is made up of routines that are so 
different and so creative that they appear fresh and 
fascinating. His thinking does not derive from  
an inward motion. It derives from looking away from 
magic for ideas. 
 
If you have ever seen his "Time in a Bottle" routine 
you will know what I am talking about. Now I cannot 
be 100% sure on this, but I can almost guarantee 
that the idea and creativity for the routine did not 
come from magic itself. Instead it came from an 
outward source. That source was simply song he 
had heard. By hearing the song, this creative and 
entertainment idea comes into your head. In a way 
the song creates the entertainment and dictates 
what can be done with it. But now you have a 
creative idea that comes from an outward source 
and to me that is a much more powerful way to 
think about your magic. It makes it fresh and new 
and inspires us to think in different ways we may 
not have been ready to think before. 
 
So I will leave you with these few thoughts. Next 
time you start working on a new routine or a new 
act, put away the magic books and lock the videos 
away in a drawer. Force yourself not to go to them. 
Instead put on music, take a walk in nature or 
watch a good movie. This is the essence of what I 
refer to as outward thinking. Allow outside sources 
to inspire you and your magic. I think if you do, you 
will be shocked at what creative ideas will come 
from it. 
 
Reproduced from Magic New Zealand (the on-line 
newsletter) by kind permission of Alan Watson.  
 

Tim Falkiner at the April Meeting 
Techniques of Illusion  is the title of Tim’s lecture 
with an expose on pokies.  This is a free lecture and will 
be followed by selected videos clips. presented by the 
President 



 
Magic Makers  Page 12 of 12 
 

 

Coming to a Magic Maker Near You. 
 
It was hoped to include in this edition of your newsletter a feature on 
Ross Skiffington but your editor has to admit that time finally caught up 
with him.  At last he has to admit that he’s not perfect and like most 
other mortals he has his failings.  This time it’s a slight case of the over-
commitments and in order to get this edition out on time he had to use a 
filler from another source.   Writing up a profile takes a lot of time. . But, 
he promises to make up for it next month with a major feature on the life 
and times of master illusionist Ross Skiffington; Australia’s answer to 
David Copperfield  
Ross will be responsible for producing the convention stage shows and 
the cabaret at the banquet. He is a master illusionist   

 
The Last Word 
The President’s Report. 
 
At our March meeting I promised those in attendance that I would publish my improved version of the 
standard magic square. However as it requires 6 pages it is not practical to reproduce it in magic Makers. If 
anybody is interested please write or e-mail me and I shall send you the instructions. 
 
Convention Competitions 
To date, we have received applications for seven close-up and four stage competitors. Each competitor will 
be required to perform their routine once only. The close-up competitors will be videoed and projected on to 
a large cinemascope screen.  
A convention flyer and a poster for the public show are currently being produced. I know that some people 
think it should have been done earlier but we have had a good response so far and I did not want to 
release information too much too soon. When you receive the flyer if you have already registered please 
give it to other magicians who might be interested in attending. You are welcome to photocopy and pass 
them around to as many magicians who might be interested. Should you require a quantity of them give me 
a call and I will post them to you. 
 
Banquet. 
If you have a preference as to who you would like to sit with at the banquet please let me know. In the case 
of interstate and overseas visitors we will arrange each group to be seated together. Please let us know 
your intentions regarding the banquet ASAP. 
 
Public show. 
I had a meeting with Ross Skiffington who is in charge of producing the public and banquet shows. He has 
an incredible line-up of entertainers. Both shows will be of very high professional standards and you will 
proud to show off the club’s efforts to your friends. So please try and get some commitments from your 
friends to attend the public show. We will have some 500 seats for sale and seating is on a first come first 
served basis. 
Regarding the public show tickets, they will be in your convention package in order to minimize the risk of 
tickets getting lost in the mail. The same will apply for the banquet. 
More information next month 
 
TV crew on board 
A representative from ABC contacted me during the week, as they are interested in our forthcoming 
convention.  A camera crew will be in attendance at the April meeting so it’s possible that members will be 
seen on TV.  Fame at last so come along and be part of an interesting evening  
 

Charles Gauci 


