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Going,going.....Coming,coming.

The goings and the comings were both in evidence at the
first meeting of the year. Traditionally this is an auction
and the house was full with members buying and selling
to the sound of Graham Etherington’s gavel. By all
accounts the evening was a big success (as usual) and
both vendors and purchasers went home well satisfied
Our President took the opportunity to further promote the
forthcoming convention and in the picture above he can
be seen displaying the ASM centenary memorial plaque
that will be available for purchase.

Chris Haller has written a brief account of the event on
page 9. The front page pictures pictures were supplied
by Charles and Tom. Thanks to all three for their
contributions
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ASM INFORMATION

Contacts
President:
Charles Gauci 9431 2900
Vice President:
Brian Pleasants 9584 3879

Treasurer:

Temporarily Charles Gauci
Secretary

Tom Stevens 9777 0544
Editor

Brian Pleasants 9584 3879

Website

www.magicians.org.au

Meetlngs

The ASM meets on the second Monday of each
month (February to December inclusive) at the
Swiss Club, 89 Flinders Lane, Melbourne.

Magic Makers

Magic Makers is the official newsletter of the
Australian Society of Magicians Incorporated
(ASM) and is published 11 times a year
(combined January / February issue).

Written Contributions for Magic Makers are most
welcome. Absolute deadline for copy is 25", of
the month. Please send contributions to

Brian Pleasants Telephone

7 Craig Court 03 9584 3879

Cheltenham 3192

E-mail to
brianpleasants@optusnet.com.au
admin@magicians.org.au

Programme

March 12 ™.
AGM

Come along to give your support to the new
committeee and make your voice heard on
matters you feel strongly about

March 19th
Steve Bender,

Inventor, lecturer and professional
magician, of Ickle Pickle Magic in the USA,
Steve starts this year off with a lecture tour
Kicking off in Melbourne

The February Magic Makers had details and
you can read an interview on Page 4

April 8™,
Tim Falkiner lecture

Tim'’s lecture is titled Techniques of lllusion,
see details on page 3

On my return from vacation | started to put Magic Makers together. There was a
dismal lack of input and | was convinced that for the first time | would be producing
an 8 page edition, or even worse, just four pages. An appeal via the Internet
resulted in some input, then the business of the AGM had to be considered and
then extra stuff appeared and suddenly | had enough for 12 pages, thereby saving
my reputation. Thanks to all those who contributed and hopefully 2007 will see lots

of input from members.

You will read elsewhere my appeal for an assistant. What about one of the dozen
or more new people we admitted to the society last year. Also we need volunteers
to act as ‘tea wallers’ . Members of the committee, not least myself, have enough to
do at the beginning of meetings without worrying about the inner needs of
attendees. Also, setting up chairs and tables shouldn’t be left to one or two people;
committee members aren’t slaves you know.

As | write this on the morning of February 28" 1 am waiting for the President’s
report. He had a 40-hour journey from LA after his very successful visit to the
States and arrived home very jet lagged but is struggling to keep awake as he
writes. It should arrive soon then | can get my wife to proof read before whizzing off
to Office Works and get this printed and posted to you before the weekend.
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It's That Time Again.

March signals the beginning of another ASM year
with the AGM on the 12™. That is the time when
the audited accounts are presented to those
attending (see page ) for approval and then
another financial year begins. This doesn’t mean
that you wait until that moment to pay your annual
subscription and indeed, some enlightened souls
pay their dues before the AGM. In fact, a couple
paid their subs BEFORE the year started and one
of them doesn’t even live in Victoria. Isolated as he
is in the outer regions of Queensland, Graeme
Pratt seems to manage every year to make his
donation to the club’s coffers before the new year
begins, beaten only by a short head this time by
Nick Morton .

| am somewhat surprised that there has not been a
flood of contributions to ASM’s welfare since the
February Magic Makers was published. A
typographical error suggested that anybody living
outside the Metropolitan area would be entitled to
reduced subscriptions and the area was defined as
anything beyond 35km from the main post office in
the CBD. Our sharp eyed treasurer however was
on the ball when he pointed out that living in Kilsyth
would make him a country member and not liable
to pay Metro rates. And by the way, could he have
a refund on all the overpaid subs since he became
a member. Our dedicated and hard working
president was aghast when notified of the ‘typo’ but
decided that a recall of the publication would be
over the top as probably nobody else apart from
Eagle-eye Morton would have noticed.....and
indeed they hadn't.

So folks, if you missed the opportunity of a lifetime,
here’s a more realistic guideline. Just turn the KMs
into miles. Roughly, 35 miles is near enough 60km
and that’s as the crow flies folks. Use of
micrometers will reveal that Geelong is just outside
the limit but I'm afraid Nick, that that Kilsyth is well
inside.

Whichever way you look at it, your subscriptions
are due now.

$60 for Metropolitan and $30 for those out in the
sticks..

Think about it. You couldn’t buy a bag of chips
each week for that price.

Please, please please, don’'t make the committee
go out chasing for subs well into October and
November. The next edition of Magic Makers will
more that likely state that if you don’t pay your dues
then your membership will cease.

The what will you do without Magic Makers?

Intriguing lecture for April

Charles Gauchi has asked me to speak at
the April meeting.My talk will be a
PowerPoint presentation and will be

titled: Techniques of lllusion — Lessons from
Reel Gaming Machines

“Tonight | will unveil to you the greatest
illusion in the history of mankind. A secret
jealously guarded for a hundred years.
Those who have known the secret have
risen to great prestige, power and wealth
and their empire is spread throughout the
world. Those without the secret have
suffered enslavement, poverty and death.
You, who believe yourselves the masters of
concealment, distraction and deception,
prepare to abase yourselves before the true
Overlords of Illusion.”

The purpose of this talk is to examine the
technique of illusion from a new perspective: reel
gaming machines. This will assist the audience to
strengthen their understanding of the fundamental
techniques of the art of illusion. Mr. Falkiner will
talk about cheating mechanisms in table and
carnival games and will explain the internal
operation of reel gaming machines. Mr. Falkiner, a
Melbourne barrister and former gambling regulator,
is involved in educating to prevent the harmful
effects of problem gambling. He is the co-author,
with Canadian gaming machine expert Roger
Horbay, of a paper titled: “Unbalanced Reel
Gaming Machines”.

Tim Falkiner Barrister-at-Law
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ASM needs a Money Man

The main part of the March 12", meeting
will be the AGM. At time of going to press
there are just four nominations in the
pipeline. Pictured are Charles Gauci, Brian
Pleasants, Tom Stevens and lan Baxter.
They are standing for President, Vice
President, Secretary and committee
member. Conspicuous by its absense in that
short list is a nomination for the position of
Treasurer. We are lucky to have Nick
Morton as book keeper stepping into the
breech to get us out of the hole on a
temporary basis; at this very busy time with
the convention coming up. Once we get
through our centenary celebrations things
will revert to normal and the job as treasurer
should be neither demanding or time
consuming.

With just eleven meetings a year and around
100 members there is not too much to do
apart from take in members subs, pay the
rent and a few expenses. Most of those are
incurred by myself as editor and | promise to
make my claims simple and concise so as
not to make too much work.

We had an influx of new people last year
and | would like to think that there are a
couple who are prepared to make their
contribution to the good of the society. At
the same time | would like to have an

assistant editor. | cannot pretend that this job doesn’t as left me with little time for research and chasing up
take up a fair amount of time but | have continued doing ~ Stories. Fortunately a surge of input from members has
the job for three years now because | really enjoy resulted in another 12 page edition An assistant would be

producing a quality club newsletter that informs, educates responsible for collecting items from various publications

and entertains our membership.

and the Internet, backing me up at meetings and events

The need for an assistant becomes apparent when | and h_elping to print and distribute the publicatiqn. I
leave the country for a vacation. | have been in New promise you would not be lumbered, | have no intention of

Zealand for three weeks and my duties as President of he €linquishing my duties because I'm getting too much fun
Brighton Art Society at a particularly busy time of the year OUt of it. I just need a backup

Good Night for a Bender

A Steve Bender that is. The magical funny man is visiting our shores
this month and will be gracing the floors of the Swiss Club on March
19". He’s due to arrive on the 18". but your jet lagged editor (all the
way from New Zealand) got the month wrong and stood for a long,
long time with placard raised high in the Tullermarine arrivals hall
waiting for our guest to arrive. In addition to Steve’s name my artwork
included a picture of Houdini so people put 2 and 2 together and there
were a number of comments about the disappearing magician. | was
hoping to conduct a personal interview prior to his lecture at the
Swiss Club but instead you have the email version that Steve agreed
to

What is your real name and where were you born and raised?

My real name is Steven Robert Bendeer and | was born in St.Louis
Missouri and | have lived there my entire life.
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How old were you when you first became interested i n magic and how did you get started?

Are you a full time magician, if not what other job s do you do?

| first became interested in magic when | was a freshman at Washington U. because | had to pay the
damages on my car that | wrecked. The only job that paid more than $1 per hour (which was the minimum
wage back in 1960) was doing magic for U.S. Keds (the tennis shoe people. They offered me $10 for 20
minutes at shoe stor4e openings featuring a local TV celebrity. | bluffed my way into the job and earned
until in 2 months to cover the cost of my repairs. They were kind enough to let me keep the KEDSO clown
suit and the size 17 shoes and so | advertised as a clown/magician for birthday parties. | did 9 shows that
first summer. My sophomore year | averaged 15 shows peer month. This jumped to 30 shows my junior
year. And in my senior year | was up to 50 shows per month. For 17 years | earned a living solely my
performing. Then | began Ickle Pickle Products in 1976 and gradually | stopped performing because the
manufacturing was more creative and more lucrative. I still do a show now and then for family and friends. 1
earned my living manufacturing magic. | have been earning my living for the last 47 years in the field of
magic.

Who has had the greatest influence on your magic, and why?

Don Lawton had the greatest influence on me when | first began. He was one of the most entertaining
performers | had ever seen. There are several things | learned from Don that | carried over when [ first
began doing conventions.

You obviously have great admiration for the person you named above, What other magicians do

you look up to?

Other performers that truly impress me: Lance Burton, who won his first competition at our Midwest Magic
Jubliee. David Copperfield, for whom Clhirs Kenner--who grew up in Stl. Louis and is one of David's
advisors--I admire both. (I lean heavily on comedy turns so somebody like Simon Lovell impresses me).
Tell me about high and low points in your magical ¢ areer

Completing my 10,000 show in 1984. Performing for a slew of celebrities who reside in St. Louis. To name
but a few, Lou Brock, Jim Hart, August Busch Jr and August Busch 11, Hale Irwin--right after he won the
Masters.

Low points--I'm not sure that I've had many dips of any significance over the 47 years. The clown/magic
business grew steadily as did the manufacturing corp. once | changed directions. It's been a great ride and
it's given me the opportunity to meet many people and visit many cities.

How do you compare present day magic with that of t he past?

Present day magic has taken to the streets and gone in a somewhat bizarre fashion, but much of the
illusions done today are merely embellishments of what was done in the past. Technology has advanced,
but the principles behind magic are no different today than they were years ago. What makes a great
performance is not so much the prop as the presentation.

Do you have an embarrassing magical moment you'd li ke to tell my readers about?

Embaarrassing moments--we all have them, but | generally share a moment or two when I'm lecturing
What is you preferred performing style. Do you wor k regularly at any particular type of venue?
Comical patter. As a birthday entertainer | always felt the magic was a great backdrop for my storytelling. If
I could bring my audience into my story--then | never had to worry about somebody saying "I know how
that's done." | wasn't doing tricks. | was entertaining with stories and using the magic to enhance my
stories.

| guess you devise your own tricks, tell me how you go about it.

If I could answer that | could be creative whenever | wished. Sometimes seeing something or reading
something sparks an idea. Sometimes a story forces me to create an effect

What is the best thing you have created?

The Ickle Pickle Nickel was one of my first creation and it has been a solid seller for 30 years. So it has to
rank right up there at the top. | am also quite proud of my Instant Change Tubes, which was initially a class
room project and is currently featured with a new routine in the lecture you will be seeing. In the aluminium
field The Jumping Signed Bill ranks right up there at the top, but my two newest mini magnetic pans give
me great satisfaction and are both featured in the current lecture. You can judge them for yourself when
you see them. In the field of sewing, | like my Mini Tote Bag, which has been made into 4 different effects
and | love my Zipper Gag Bag, which I've made into a Triple Gag Bag Set. Destination Unknown has been
another big winner for me. So when you ask for my best--I have to consider that | make silk screened
effects, laminated effects, spun aluminium effects, Plexiglas effects , wood effects and comedy and close-
up effects. As a result of this, | have my personal favourites in each category
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Can you still be mystified? Tell me about any
magician who can fool you

Of course! There are many magicians that can mystify
me. Anybody that earns his living in this field has to have
his own special skills or he won't make it as a
professional magicians. There are lots of part time
performers, but only a handful of full time performers.
Those full time performers will often fool you time and
time again. | always enjoy watching somebody that
excels at what he does.

What do you do for fun?

| play tennis three times a week. | go to movies and plays.
I love watching a good comedian. | collect stamps. | love
travelling. And the person I'm currently with is someone |
went to high school with and I've never had so much fun
as | had since I've been with her. If you've got your health
and you've got love and you're doing something you
enjoy--then you've got happiness--and how much more
can you ask of life?

Apart from lots of practice what advice would

you give aspiring magicians?

Don't do the same routine as others are doing. Put your
own twist to your routine and add your own patter. Be
creative and from my point of view, it never hurts to work
for laughs.

Who are your buddies in the magical world?

For the most part they'd be names that wouldn't mean
anything to most of your readers. When you've been in
the business 47 years, you have certain people that you
consider close friends because you can bounce ideas off
them or because they are there when you need them.
Many of the people that work for me have been with me
20 to 30 years and those are the people who matter most
to me

Thanks you for your time Steve. Your

contribution has nicely filled 1 ¥2 pages and |

look forward to picking you up at the airport on
MARCH 18™. I will be sending you a
complimentary copy of this edition of Magic

Makers

Tips for Convention Attendees.

In my life | have attended quite a few magic conventions,
served on convention committees and have had a few
negative experiences that | hope you can learn from.
Here are a few suggestions and tales that might improve
your convention experiences.

Find out the START and END DATES and TIMES. Never
have | had the experience of Australian Customs going
through everything on my return from the USA, even
opening packs of cards, and trying to prise open a set of
Kovari’'s Chinese Sticks I'd purchased for another person.
It's not a pleasant experience. | ended up doing the trick
for Customs officers, but that’s a story I'll relate in
personassume that if a convention finishes on a certain
day, you can fly out that same day. | was booked on a
holiday package (limited to specific flights and hotels) so
fitted in two magic conventions, | think it was Santa

Barbara and then Hawaii on the way back, and had to tip
toe out of the Final Show in Hawaii during Blackstone Jr's
act to catch an 11pm flight. | missed seeing Shimada'’s
act. Also find out if there is an unofficial night before party
before the start. | wish convention organizers would
include these details in their advance publicity.

Try and book accommodation reasonably near the
convention. The Holiday Inn | was booked into in Hawaii
was on the same road as the Convention HQ hotel, but
about 2 miles away. There was another Holiday Inn just
around the corner from the HQ hotel.

Walking to the convention | got propositioned twice to buy
pot and once asked by a young lady if | was looking for a
good time. | politely refused each time. We also got
offered hire cars for free (if we'd look at condos), but the
offer was withdrawn when they found out we were from
Australia because Australians have difficulty getting
money out of Australia to pay for condos in Hawaii. A
cheap hotel gives you more money to spend with the
dealers, and you might only need the bed for 4 hours
each night.

If the convention is held over a public holiday at the
convention venue, e.g. July 4™ at Santa Barbara, try to
book accommodation in advance and not wing it when
you get there. We had to move to another hotel/motel
after two nights.

When traveling by air, for security considerations avoid
carrying knives (for the card stab), starter pistols,
cigarette lighters or anything that might be confiscated as
a security threat.

Take a sleep mask and ear plugs if sharing a room.

Make sure your luggage is easily identifiable. | used to
decorate my suitcase with a rabbit in hat, waving a wand
symbol, made from Fablon/Contact self adhesive paper. It
sure made my luggage easily identifiable on an airport
luggage carousel.

If you can, carry a change of underwear in your cabin
luggage, and an emergency wash kit (a tube of washing
detergent and a cord washing line). On one trip my room
mate’s suitcase was sent back to Australia from
Auckland, instead of being transferred to the flight to the
US. We discovered this when the plane had a stop in
Hawaii to refuel when we had to go through US
immigration and Customs, before flying on to Los
Angeles. I'd got a wash kit, and we dried his underwear
overnight on the motel balcony in Hollywood.

It was three days before his suitcase was delivered to him
in Hollywood as we were going on by bus to a magic
convention in Santa Barbara.

Allow extra money for emergencies. A group of us
travelled by coach from Melbourne to Sydney, to attend a
convention in Artarmon. My suitcase got offloaded at
Wagga Wagga and put back on another coach two hours
later. So | had to wait at the coach depot for two hours for
my case and, instead of sharing a taxi with 3 other guys,
had to pay a full taxi fare to Artarmon and missed half of
the first event.

Save money by buying your soft drinks in bulk from a
local supermarket and not taking them from the mini-bar
in the room. In one hotel we could get a can of Coke from
a machine for 70 cents, where at the bar you paid $2 for a
glass
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Some dealers demonstrate tricks using different,
sometimes inferior, patter from that supplied with the trick.
If you buy early on in the convention, go back several
times and watch it being demonstrated ed so you can pick
up the patter which sells the effect.

When buying tricks, etc., put them into your suitcase not
in hotel chest of drawers, where items in full drawers can
slip down the back, behind the drawers. | experienced this
in the UK, and did not miss the items straight away as |
had to do overtime to catch up on the work I'd missed
while away. A week or so after the convention, | was
sorting through the magic I'd bought and | realized a few
packet card tricks were missing and rang the hotel only to
be told that the cleaner had found some misprinted cards
and stuff, took them to be rubbish/junk and threw them
into the rubbish skip, which was collected daily.

| have had tricks from overseas, like card castles,
disintegrate here due to our heat and humidity affecting
the stickiness of the adhesive tape used or rubber
disintegrating in flap cards. Take care storing these items
Yes, | have been fooled by the same trick, and purchased
it two years running at the same annual convention.
When entering competitions, let the competition organizer
know you will be competing well in advance instead of
rocking up 15 minutes before the competition is about to
start,. Having not been seen at the convention before
then. The organizer needs time to establish running
orders, etc. Try not to make excessive demands of
organizers like requiring a CD player to play your
background music during your close-up performance. |
suggest the use of a “roadie”. Be aware of time limits, and
try not to use naked flames, flash pots or smoke effects
unless you have prearranged it with the convention
committee, who may have to hire a Fire Officer for half a
day to stand in the wings. At one convention, an overseas
competitor’s flash pot burnt a hole in the hotel carpet
during the cabaret competition. While chatting with the
manager at the end of the convention, committee
members had to stand covering up the burns with their
shoes. No wonder magicians get a bad name. Remember
committee members are often volunteers who miss out on
a lot of the convention activities like shows and lectures
because of their behind the scenes work.

I hope you all enjoy your conventions and pick up some
useful tips from the above.

Dave Wright .

WANTED

A copy of the book titled "Spirit Messages" written by
George Marquis. Willing to pay a fair price for it!

If you know of where | could get hold of one or if you have
one you are willing to sell please let me know
on 07 409 76235 or by emailing

Joel Howlett
jdandfriends@hotkey.net.au

It's Just an lllusion

Once againl had the pleasure of seeinga
movie overseas before it opens in major cinemas in
Australia on 1 March. "The lllusionist" starring Edward
Norton is highly entertaining and has a much less
complicated plot than "The Prestige". The common thread
in both movies is the struggle of magicians in the "olden
days" to make a living from performing. The magic
performed in this movie are not achievable (in my
humble opinion as an amateur magician) and therefore
fictitious but nonetheless | found the movie
engrossing particularly because of the clever twist at the
end. Like "The Prestige" we were treated with an insight
into a magician's lifestyle as they created their illusions.All
in all, light entertainment which held my attention due to
my interest in magic and love stories. | gave it a rating of
9/10

vy Branson

Chatterbox Finds a New Home

The opportunity to find a new home for Dean Atkinson’s
alter ego, Chatterbox, was too much for one of the
Australian Society of Magician’s newest members at their
Grand Auction Night. After some early spirited bidding
Chatterbox finally fell under the hammer (and survived) to
go to thrilled magician Chris Haller, who had him “on
hand” for the remainder of the auction. In securing tenure,
following what must have been a long working partnership
with Dean, Chris said that Chatterbox would now be in
“good hands” and would be put to good use in the
classroom with not so much as a “glance of an eye”.
Dean also offered some tips on the art of ventriloquism;
and advised Chris not to be a dummy when it came to
seeking guidance from the pros. Other tricks and trinkets
were also given new homes and as the magical auction
evening drew to a close Chatterbox headed to his new
home mouthing the words “I think that this could be the
start of a wonderful relationship”.

By Chris Haller
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AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY OF MAGICIANS INCORPORATED

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at The S wiss Club — 89 Flinders Lane, Melbourne on 13 March
2006 at 8.00 PM

Opening
President Charles Gauci welcomed members to the 2006 Annual General Meeting of the Australian Society of
Magicians Incorporated (ASM). The meeting then dealt with the formal requirements detailed within the Notice
that was issued to members in the February issue of Magic Makers.

Confirmation of Minutes
Graham Etherington moved that the minutes of the 2005 ASM Annual General Meeting be accepted. The
minutes were circulated to members in the Feb 2005 issue of Magic Makers. The resolution was seconded by
Peter Rowe and unanimously supported by the members.

ASM Committee Report
The President then presented his report, which briefed members on the activities of Committee and the ASM
during the year. The President’'s reports were given regularly in Magic Makers during the year. Peter Rowe
moved that the report be accepted and this was seconded by lan Baxter and unanimously supported by the
members.

Financial Report
The Secretary tabled the ASM annual financial report on behalf of the Treasurer and Mark Mayer briefly
commented on the outcome for the year. Glenn Hamilton moved that the report be accepted and this was
seconded by Peter Rowe and unanimously supported by the members.

Nominations for Election to the Committee for 2006

The Secretary confirmed that the following nominations had been received:

President Charles Gauci
Vice President Brian Pleasants
Secretary/public Officer Tom Stevens
Treasurer Mark Mayer
Committee Member lan Baxter

Committee Member Thakkar Nimesh
The Secretary confirmed that only one application had been received for each Committee position.

The following non-committee positions were also confirmed. Inner Guard — B. Welsh, Outer Guard — D. Wright,
Magic Makers Editor — B. Pleasants. Librarian — B. Welsh.

There being no other nominations received for these positions, Jason Varga moved that the named persons be
elected to the nominated positions. This was seconded by Thakkar Nimesh and unanimously supported by the
members.

Section 30(4) Statement

The Secretary tabled the Section 30(4) Statement as Public Officer. Glenn Hamilton moved that this be accepted.
This was seconded by Wal Parker and unanimously supported by the members.

There being no other business the Secretary closed the meeting at 8.30 p.m. Following the Annual General
Meeting, the regular ASM March meeting commenced.
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Here is the auditors report. The accounts are published separately as a supplement which
includes a comprehensive summary by Book Keeper , Nick Morton. The supplement is only
available to ASM members
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Convention Update

The following information has been lifted
directly from the ‘Magic New Zealand’ website.
Thanks to Alan Watson for permission to

reprint

The ASM Inc. Committee, wish to thank all the "early
bird registrants" for their support. Here is some
additional information regarding the convention.

The two raffles for convention entry have been drawn.
Congratulations to R. Wibberley (Vic), S. Coronel (Vic),
T. Heath (Vic), T. Stevens (Vic) and A. Watson (NZ)
who were winners in the first raffle and will be attending
the convention for $70

each.

Congratulations to A. Holmes (SA), J. Hirt (NSW) and
A. Wilson (NZ) who won the second raffle and will be
attending the convention for $100 each.

From the 1st March the full registration for adults will
cost $330.Registration costs for juniors and university
students will be 190 and a magician's spouse - $230.

Minimum age for registrants is 10 years old.

The full registration cost will include the following:

A convention bag with a notepad and pen.A soft
backed copy of Brian McCullagh's "Deception Down
Under - A Look at Magic in Australia"

A registration badge with program guide.

Morning and afternoon tea or coffee for the three days.
One ticket to the "International Magic Spectacular
Show" on Saturday night at the Besen Theatre for
every registrant.

Appearing at the public show will be Jeff McBride,
Eugene Burger, Shawn Farquhar, Gaetan Bloom,
Shoot Ogawa, Lennart Green, Ross Skiffington,
Raymond Crowe, Phil Cass and Steve Walker.

Additional public show tickets are available. Prices are:
Adults - $30 each Family packages, include 2 adults
and 2 children - $60. Additional children's tickets - $15
each.

Special Offer No. 1 - For every 20 adult seats reserved
for the Saturday night "International Magic Spectacular"
you will receive

a free ticket to the Sunday Night Banquet saving you
$100.

Simply e-mail the required number of tickets to
charlesg@ozemail.com.au or phone your requirements
to Charles Gauci at Int. 61 3 9431 2900 or simply drop
us a line with your requirements.

Payments in full for reserved seating is required by the
1st June. Please include your name and contact details
including your telephone number. Reservations will be
made on a first come first served basis.

The banquet will be held on Sunday Night 8th July at
the ANZ Pavilion hall at the Arts Centre in St Kilda

provided. Banquet cost is $100 per person for adults
and children and is additional to the convention
registration cost. A three course meal and wine is
included in the menu.

Payments must be made in full by the 1st June. Seating
is limited to 280 persons. Table settings will seat 10
persons to each table.

Special Offer No.2 - For every table that you book, you
will receive a free ticket to the banquet. So, for every
nine tickets that you sell you will receive one free ticket.
Book two tables and you and your wife/partner will go
to the banquet free. Why not invite your friends and
make up a party?

There will be no reserved seating for the lectures.
However rest assured that because of the tiered seats
you will get a perfect view regardless of where you will
be sitting. The maximum distance from the stage will
be 6 rows back. Close-up

performers and competitors will be projected on a full
size cinemascope screen.

Competitions: There will be two competitions held
comprising of Close-up competition and a Stage
competition. There will not be a junior's competition.
However, juniors will be permitted to

compete if they so desire provided that the act is of a
high professional standard. Final acceptances will be
decided by the convention committee.

Lunch and Dinner - Within two hundred meters of The
Besen Centre are six restaurants which will provide
take away meals or a la carte service.

Interstate and Overseas Guests - Shuttle buses will
ferry registrants from/to the Victoria Hotel daily. Exact
times of the shuttle service will be notified at a later
date.

Friday 6th July 8pm - An informal get together will be
held at the mezzanine level at the Victoria Hotel in Little
Collins Street. The bar will be open and drink prices are
very reasonable. Come and join in and see and perform
some great bar

magic and get a chance to catch up with all your
friends. Everybody is welcome.

A registration package will be posted to all registrants
who are asked to pass it on to any magician who might
be interested in attending the convention. Should you
require additional packages please let us know.

Progressive payments. If you are on the 4x$70 plan,
payments are due 1st Feb, 1st Mar and 1st May. If you
are on the $100+$90+$90 plan, then payments are due
1st Mar and 1st May. If you plan on attending the
banquet, then this must be paid for by 1st May at

the latest.

Phone Charles at 9431 2900 if you require any
more information

Road Mal e O e e O L L O L L eeeee————————
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Proposed Program Centenary Convention

7-9th July 2007

Saturday, 7th July

8.30 am - Shuttle Buses from Victoria Hotel to Besen Centre
9.00 - 11.00 am - Registration Opens
11.00 - 12.00 pm - Shawn Farguhar Lecture

12.00 - 1.30 pm - Lunch Break

1.30 - 2.30 pm - Lennart Green Lecture

2.30 - 3.00 pm - Tea Break

3.00 - 4.00 pm - Eugene Burger Lecture
4.00 - 7.00 pm - Dealers Open
8.00 - 10.15 pm - Public Show
10.30 pm - Buses return to city

Sunday, 8th July

9.00 - 9.30 am - Dealers Open
9.30 -11.00 am - Close-up Competition
11.00 - 11.30 am - Tea Break
11.30 - 12.30 pm - Jeff McBride Lecture
12.30 - 2.00 pm - Lunch Break
2.00 - 3.00 pm - Gaetan Bloom Lecture
3.00 - 3.30 pm - Tea Break
3.30 - 4.30 pm - Shoot Ogawa Lecture
4.30 - 5.30 pm
5.45 pm - Buses return to city
8.00 pm - Banquet at the Arts Centre St. Kilda Rd. Melbourne

Monday, 9th July

9.00 -10.00 am - Dean Atkinson Lecture
10.15-11.15am - Stage Competition |
11.15-11.45 am - Tea Break
11.45 -12.45 pm - Stage Competition |l
12.30 - 1.30 pm - Lunch Break
1.30 - 3.00 pm - Close-up Show
3.00 - 3.30 pm - Tea Break
3.30 - 4.15 pm - Prizes & Special Presentations
4.30 -5.30 pm - Farewell Party - Bar Opens at the Besen Centre
5.30 pm - Buses return to Victoria Hotel

BE THERE
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Ross to perform in Castlemaine

Internationally acclaimed and impeccably beguiling,
showman extraordinaire Ross Skiffington opens his
Aladdin’s cave of breathtaking illusions in the ultimate
magic show Lounge Wizard. Aided by his trusty and
trusting assistant Wendy Dalton , Australia’s greatest
illusionist transports you into his world where magic is
real. Bewitching you with floating balls, endless scarves,
flashing guillotines, transpositions, transformations, and
a disappearing assistant. Lounge Wizard is a unique
opportunity to celebrate an extraordinary art form - the
magicians’ craft and 100 years of The Australian Society
of Magicians.

Ross, as most of you know is a long serving
member of our society and will be very much
involved in the forthcoming convention

For information and bookings

03 5472 3733
info@castlemainefestival.com.au

PO Box 230

Castlemaine 3450

And nowwe have.................

The Last Word

I have just returned from The World Magic Seminar in
Las Vegas. | had a great time catching up with all my
friends. | was invited to see the Jeff Hobson’s show at
the V Theater at Aladdin’s Casino. | would rate Jeff
amongst the 10 best magical entertainers that | have
ever seen. His Egg Bag routine and the selected card
from the mouth had the audience in stitches. | am sorry
that | had not booked him for our convention. He Kkills.
This was one hell of a lesson in entertainment using
magic as a tool. If you have the opportunity to buy any
of his DVD'’s do not hesitate. Having said that | did not
ask him if he has produced any so do not think | am
trying to push them.

Our March meeting is our AGM. | brought back with me
7 DVD'’s including four on Balloon Sculpting by Frank
Stringham. Two by Will Roya one called “Float This” and
the 2™ one called “Easy Card Magic”. The 3" one by
Will Roya is an instructional DVD on Diabolo AKA the
Chinese Yo-yo

| thought that | will show some highlights from the DVD’s
at our March meeting. | think you will find them very
interesting. These DVD'’s belong to me and are not the
club’s property.

Centenary Convention.

The convention committee is looking for volunteers to
assist us in the running of the convention. Amongst
other things, we need a stage manager to take charge
of the Stage Competition and another to run the Close-
up competition.

Another person who has a station wagon or a four
wheel drive is needed to pickup all the overseas guests
and take them to their hotel. The club will pay for the
petrol and any out of pocket expenses. This will be a
wonderful opportunity to get to meet and talk with the
stars.

There will be others needed and all | am saying is that if
you wish to help in any capacity please let us know. It
will be greatly appreciated.

Please remember to book your tables for the banquet as
early as possible. No monies need to change hands at
this stage but it makes it easier if people give us an idea
as to their requirements. We have some great acts
booked for the banquet. It will be a memorable night.

I am looking forward to seeing you at our March meeting

Charles Gauci
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