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Ton-Up
The  October  meeting  saw
the  initiation  of  8  new
members. This influx of new
blood has taken membership
of  our  society  to  over  100,
the first time for many many
years.  Read about it  in the
meeting report on page 6



ASM INFORMATION
Contacts
President:
 Charles Gauci       9431 2900
Vice President:
  Brian Pleasants    9584 3879
Treasurer:
  Temporarily Charles Gauci
Secretary 
 Tom Stevens         9777 0544
Editor
 Brian Pleasants    9584 3879

Website
www.magicians.org.au

Meetings
The ASM meets on the second Monday of each
month (February to December inclusive) at the
Swiss Club, 89 Flinders Lane, Melbourne.

Magic Makers
Magic Makers is the official newsletter of the
Australian Society of Magicians Incorporated
(ASM) and is published 11 times a year
(combined January / February issue).

Written Contributions for Magic Makers are most
welcome.  Absolute deadline for copy is 25th. of
the month.  Please send contributions to
   Brian Pleasants                     Telephone
    7 Craig Court                         03 9584 3879
   Cheltenham  3192

   E-mail to                               
   brianpleasants@optusnet.com.au  
   admin@magicians.org.au

Programme
 

November 13th.
Sharpen up your Close-Up

Newcomers Performing
If you want to practice and hone up your table
magic bring your stuff along tonight and use
the members as if they are paying guests in a
bar  or  restaurant.   Tea,  coffee  and  biscuits
will be available early to enable members and
their guests to sit around the tables and wait
to be entertained. If you want to bring a bottle
of wine do so, but be prepared to wash up the
Swiss Club glasses afterwards.
There are half a dozen people in the pipeline
for membership.  They will be invited to make
their  inaugural  appearance  in  front  of
members  Perhaps  it  will  present  an
opportunity  to  discuss  the points  raised  on
pages 10 and 11.  Lets have a lively debate
and perhaps at the end of the evening each
table could give their opinion. 

December 11 th.
Christmas Party

Your committee is always open to suggestion
about programme content.   If  you have any
bright  ideas please speak to any of  them at
the meetings or contact the editor direct. His
details can be seen in the box opposite

January 2007

There  is  no  meeting  in  January.   Your
committee  and  hard  working  editor  get  a
month off.  The first Magic Makers of 2007 will
be published on February 1 st.

The front page says it all. It shows the 8 people initiated at the October meeting
(and there were a couple who couldn’t get there for the ceremony).  On the
back page you will see notices or four more applications for membership and
there are a couple more in the ‘pipeline’  It all speaks well for the health of our
society.  We must be doing something right..
We were delighted with the response to the convention ticket raffle idea (see
page 10) and on the back page the President makes another offer so if you
haven’t booked yet here’s one final chance to get a bargain offer.
You have to take your hat off to David Wright and his knowledge of card magic.
His  report  on  page  4  leaves  me more  bewildered  than  actually  seeing  the
tricks.
I am also pleased that this issue of  Magic Makers went  to press missing a
couple of articles.  They didn’t quite make the deadline and the edition was full
anyway.  The joy for me was however that another 12 pages has gone out to
our members and I have already a good start for the December edition.  So
thank you Allen Abbott and David Jones, your pieces will be included in the
Christmas edition 



Popular Canadian Booked for the 2007 Convention

If nothing else, Shawn Farquhar has one thing in common with the
famous Dai  Vernon in  that  he originates from Canada.   Born 44
years ago in  Portage la  Prarie,  Manitoba (about  ½” North of  the
US/Canada border on my map) his family led a somewhat nomadic
existence, as his father was a military man.  Their itinerant life took
them overseas to Europe and it was in Zaeibrucken, Germany, that
Shawn caught the magic bug.  At the age of five he came across his
first magician and the seed was sown.  It took just a couple of years
for  him  to  become  so  proficient  that  he  made  his  debut  public
performance and by the age of  twelve he had become proficient
enough to put on a series of 21 shows for a TV station on Prince
Edward Island out in the Gulf of St Lawrence.  Stardom came early
for the young lad.
By his late teens he’d moved to Victoria BC and became involved
with IBM and became very committed to becoming a professional magician.  He was helped along the way
by a couple named Carl and Lottie Memeon who realising his potential spent long hours helping the young
man develop a polished stage act.  The couple by the way were instrumental in assisting Channing Pollock
with his renowned dove work.  Lottie was especially helpful in making Shawn aware of the importance of
stage deportment, make-up and personal grooming.  All this helped Shawn to make a reputation in the
local area and he went on to win the PCAM Pacific Coast Championship in 1984.
A change of pace came when he began working the cruise ships.  This lasted three of four years until one
fateful day in the May of 1988 when he was on vacation his apartment building was destroyed by fire.
Heroic work by Shawn saved lives but he lost all his gear and worse still, suffered serious burns to his
hands. It’s said that when one door closes, another opens and this was true for Shawn.  A movie crew
working in the area caught hold of the story and asked if he would perform a trick or two for the cameras to
put into a motion picture called Fly II.  This in turn led him to becoming a technical adviser for television and
films and he’s worked on dozens of shows since, including the X- Files
Working with his wife Lori, Shawn entered many competitions and took part in the 1990 IBM Convention,
earning  a  place  as  Gold  Medal  Finalist  and  went  on  from  there  as  Farquhar  and  Felicity  won  five
international awards including the S>A>M Mystic Craig Award for ‘professional promise’
Too many to mention the pair kept winning prizes and at one convention a delegation from the Peoples’
Republic of China saw their show and invited them to Shanghai to be the headliner on national TV for an
audience of 200 million.  He further ingratiated himself with the magic fraternity when he left behind four of
his trained doves to help with that area of performance. Shawn has twice been President of Canada’s
largest  magic  club,  the  IBM Ring92  ,  been  President  of  The  Vancouver  Magic  Circle  and  was  IBM

Territorial Vice President for British Colombia for nine years.
Shawn and Lori have their fingers in lots of magical pies.  They helped create
and build an entire illusion show for their good friend, Juliana Chen.  When
the show was complete, Shawn even took a month from their busy schedule
to  travel  with  the  show to  Hong  Kong  to  act  as  stage  manager.   Upon
returning  home  the  couple  set  their  sights  on  competing  at  the  IBM
Convention in LA.  All  their hard work paid off on July 3 1998 when they
heard their names being called as the Stage Champions.  Since then, the
pair  have travelled  extensively,  delighting  audiences and magician  friends
alike.  Their trip Down Under will be a first and will be a big favourite at our
convention.
Shawn’s enthusiasm is contagious.  He loves doing and talking magic and
shares his talent unselfishly, beginners and experts alike.  He makes his own
equipment and continues to develop new ideas,  novel  handling  of  classic
tricks and better ways of bringing magic to his audiences.  He should be a
wow at our centenary. 
Mini biography condensed for the August 2001 Linking Ring   



Zenneth Kok Lecture, 16 th October 2006
Reported by Dave Wright

I did not take notes at this
lecture, but at the mid-way
break Charles asked me to
do a write up of the lecture
from the two sets of lecture
notes.  Zenneth  is  a  very
presentable  young  sleight
of  hand  card  expert  from
Hong Kong. He performed
and  entertained  us  with  a
single normal deck of cards
without  gimmicks.  A
borrowed  pack  could  be
used  if  in  reasonable
condition.  Intermediate  to
advanced  level  technical
skills were required for
most routines, however, you could substitute your own sleights to control selected cards to top or bottom.
The easy (!) stuff is in his first set of notes “Card You Softly” described next.
‘Thanks to Duffie’ required two cards to be chosen and controlled, then the deck is cut into two uneven
packets with the smaller bottom packet going to the spectator. Spectator and magician turn over and show
their top cards, both cards are wrong. The cards are turned face down and magician and spectator swap
packets. Each turn over the top cards to reveal the two selections. A double turnover and Double Deal
turnover (of top and bottom cards of a small packet are the two sleights required.
69 By-Play used a 6 and 9 of the same suit with patter that upside down the 6 index looks like a 9 and vice
versa. These are placed on top of the deck apparently, the 6 is shown and apparently placed in the trouser
pocket. The 9 is turned face up on top of the pack and changes to the 6 (first change/transpo), which is
apparently placed on the spectator’s palm. It is One Handed Top Palmed and produced from the pocket
(second change/transpo).  The two  cards  (6  and  9)  are  top  palmed and  placed  in  the  pocket  as  the
indifferent card is removed from the pocket and slipped into the deck. Acting guiltily the performer shows
his hand empty and produces the 6 and 9 one at a time. This is apparently repeated again and again. Your
palming technique and double lifts needs to be perfect.
In A Little Addition to Strange Prediction, 4 indicator cards are freely selected and out jogged from the deck,
removed and tabled. A card is selected (Queen forced), lost in the centre of the deck (controlled to bottom
by the Convincing Control). The tabled cards are slowly revealed to be the 4 Queens. Derek Dingle’s No-
Lap Switch, Stanyon Count and Vernon’s Transfer Move are the additional moves required to bring this
about. An under the spread cull is required at the start to set up the Queens initially if a spectator shuffled
deck is used.
Zenneth likes to use a One Two Punch, which is a combination of two routines where the second routine
flows on from the first using the leftovers from the first routine. As an illustration of this he did No Money,
No Honey, a variation of Ackerman-Dills Gem-Money Cards, Where 3 bank notes are borrowed, a card
selected (a Queen) and placed to one side as a prediction, the spectator deals through the pack one card
at a time, stopping and placing a banknote where she stopped and the rest of the deck dropped on top.
This is repeated with the other notes and the cards next to the notes are shown to be the mates of the
prediction. The second routine was 3 Phases Monte, using the banknotes, the prediction Queen and 2 red
Aces. Nothing more difficult than Double Card Turnovers (from a packet of 3), a Flushtration Count and a
slow Exposed Second Deal were used in the first two phases and a Exposed Second Deal, a side steal of
the bottom card of a packet of two cards and a Vernon through the Fist Flourish was used in the final phase
where the two Aces and the Queen change places.
 Too Good To Be True was a gag revelation of a mentally chosen card using a sequence of card changes
with a countdown involving the A, 2, 3



Biddle Across Redux is a variation of the Biddle Across
trick  where  a  selected  card  vanishes  from  a  packet
pinned to the table with both forefingers and located by
the  spectator’s  nose in  the  pack  spread between  the
magician’s hands. 
Now for the hard stuff in the second set of notes, The
Seven  Cardinal  Virtues,  with  seven  routines.  Not  all
seven were performed.
Zenneth’s  Opener  is  a  series  of  fast  pace  colour
changes  and  transpositions  using  colour  changes,
passes, and one hand top palms.
Misdirection  Assembly  is  a  4  Ace Assembly  (invisible
palm routine) and uses Lennart Green’s Top Shot move
and  the  Convincing  Control  Palm  and  a  lot  of
misdirection.
In 3 Times 3, 3 random cards are (switched) shown to
be the A, 2, 3, then change places and go to 2 pockets
twice,  using  the  Gambler’s  Cop  and  One  Hand  Top
Palm for the latter.
The 7th Act had three components: 
Twixter Collectors where a packet of 4 face down Jacks
turn face up one at a time, then magically collect 3 face
down selections between them and the packet is placed

aside.  A  multiple  strip  out  transfer  move  is  used  to
secretly extract the selections back to the pack.
Trio where the Ace, 2, 3 of Spades vanish face up one
at a time from the top of the pack, and the 2 reappears
face up on top of the pack, a from the pocket and 3 face
down in the face up pack; 
ReCollectors where the Spade Ace, 2 and 3 are placed
face down in 3 face up packets, change into the three
selections  and  reappear  collected  between  the  Jacks
using  a  Gambler’s  Cop  Transfer  Move  and  Paul
Cummins move to alternate  them face down between
the face up Jacks.
Most of the sleights may be found in the Roberto Giobbi
Card  College  books,  but  other  moves  were  more
obscure  from various  DVDs,  etc.  A  video/DVD  of  the
lecture material  would  have complemented the lecture
notes as well as more detailed references to the sources
of  the sleights.  Most  attendees would  have picked up
something but I suffered from overload at both the pace
of the material and the overuse of moves. I feel we need
a club session reviewing the material  in this lecture to
clarify certain points.

Double Whammy

Graham  Etherington  and  his
Abracadabra  Promotions  did  us
proud  by  offering  a  second
lecture in one week.  A couple of
days  after  the  appearance  of
Zenneth  we  were  offered
Nicholas Einhorn.  He is probably
the  UK’s  top  close-up  magician
and  is  3  times  winner  of  the
Magic  Circle  Close-Up  Magician
of  the  Year;  including  his  recent
centenary  year  win  in  a  special
competition,  which  was  open  to
all  previous  winners.   Nicholas
was  also  placed  second  in  the
last FISM world championships of
close-up magic. 
Nicholas is the author of  The Art
of  Magic  and Sleight  of Hand,  a
beautiful  book  for  beginners
which  has  sold  over  200,000
copies  worldwide  and  he’s  had
dozens of TV credits to his name
and has  performed and lectured
all over the world.
He moved to Melbourne from his
appearance in Taylor’s  Weekend
of  Magic  in  Sydney where Sean
had been waiting since April 2001
when he booked him.
He  certainly  delighted  his
audience at the Swiss Club

Magic Makers Editor Seeks Help
I need a computer buff to help me out with a few things.   Although I
slave over the keyboard there are things I do not know and cannot
get  any  help  from  the  collection  of  books  like  Idiots  Guide  to
Windows   
Those  who  attended  the  October  meeting  will  have  noticed  and
indeed used the new label box. Previously it was difficult to extract
ones own label because it was jammed in tight to those each side of
it and the name couldn’t be read. So, I obtained a conference type
container, which enables the names to be read more easily; that is, if
they were all printed at the same level.
I also am having problems with my ‘envelopes’ programme, where
certain  people  always  get  left  off  and  I  have  to  hand  write  the
address.
So  if  there  is  anybody  out  there  prepared  to  visit  my  house  in
Cheltenham for an hour or so you’d be helping the club and me.  I’d
be quite pleased to pick up the helper from the local station 



A Century in our Centenary
Year

Meeting report by Brian Pleasants

The Initiation
As  Vice  President,  in  charge  of  operations  while
Charles is out of the country it was my duty to perform
the initiation ceremony at the October meeting. To the
right, you can see a copy of the front page and below
are the names of the eight new magicians who were
sworn in.  Unable to make it to the meeting were locals
Brendan  Croft  and  Rosemary  Beer  and  from  afar,
Trevor Rootes (Tasmania) and Julia Bell (WA).  These
twelve caused our membership to zoom past the 100
mark,  a  secret  ambition  of  mine  since  becoming  a
committee member.  To put the icing on the cake, you
will  read elsewhere in Magic makers about four more
applications and I have a couple more in the pipeline
who have yet to complete the paperwork.
Each  of  the  eight  received  a  certificate,  a  letter  of
introduction  and  a  member’s  handbook.  In  the
excitement I  think I forgot to shake the men’s hands
and kiss the ladies (or was it the other way round?)

The Competition
Visitors were barred from the initiation ceremony but
when  that  was  completed  the  sliding  doors  were
opened and the crowd moved in, leaving only standing room for late arrivals.  The room was packed to
enjoy the most awaited club night of the year, the Close-Up competition.  It’s called Close-Up I guess
because we have no stage in the meeting room at the Swiss Club.  The term suggested viewing the magic
from close quarters and of course with five rows of chairs it is often difficult for people at the back to see
and hear what is going on.  This year the outcome of the three categories (new, intermediate and pro) was
decided by a panel of three judges and not by popular vote. But, the audience did have a say in deciding
who was the most entertaining magician. Peter Rodda, Chuck Fayne and Ralph Hutton were on the judging
panel and looked at three main areas of each person’s act; programme, originality and performance. In
particular, with the last aspect they were asked to notice especially if the performer projected well, enabling
everybody to enjoy the performances.
I had to move around the room to try to get the best angle for pictures and it  was obvious that some
performers were so wrapped up in their effects that they failed to realise that they were supposed to be
entertaining.  This is what magic is all about folks, entertainment and I’m afraid some performers were
marked down because they failed to project. There were also penalties for over-running the ten-minute time
limit so some learned a painful lesson by having two marks deducted for every minute (or part of a minute)
that they exceeded that time frame.
Another problem that exists with this type of club competition is categorising the entrants, especially with
the ‘New’ category. Members who have served a year or less can enter under this banner, but what about
people joining ASM who are experienced and how do you decide on which level of experience you call
‘experienced’.  It’s a bit of a conundrum and if anybody has the perfect answer I would like to hear it.  And
while I’m on my bandwagon, the question of using stooges has reared its ugly head again.  Apparently they
were hiding under the woodwork and popped out a couple of times during the night.  I’m not experienced
(there’s that word again) to know when this is happening but a couple of the old stagers have raised their
hands as well as their eyebrows and opened the debate.  Why not write to me and give me your opinion
about where we draw the line on these points.  If I hear nothing we’re back to status quo. Meanwhile read
Chuck Fayne’s ‘Defence of the Stooge’ on page 10.  

Chris Haller, Sandra Mayer, Peck Lim Oon
Chris Morant, Fiona McKenzie, Sam Harrison

Michael Ilic, John Fung
 



There  were  five  entrants
into the ‘New’ category. Somehow Stas slipped into this group although
he’s been in the society for more than a year.  His picture is top right and
I thought he was quite inventive by devising a restaurant  setting with
Andrew playing  the  part  of  a  very  harassed waiter.  The young  man
explained afterwards about his act, that he wasn’t sure of the origin of
his sponge ball eating routine but that he’s been working on his variation
for some time and was pleased to be able to try it out in public.  Well
done for trying something different.
There isn’t a keener person to perform than Sam Harrison and he was
straining at the leash but number 4 in the queue and had to wait his turn.
As a genuinely ‘new’ performer he made a helper’s card change colour
and did a version of the jumping aces.  He’s certainly come on in leaps
and bounds.  You can see him in the top row being helped out by Fiona
McKenzie.
Michael Ilic was third on. His picture is to the right.  I owe him a debt of
gratitude.   With a mile long checklist I thought I had come well prepared
to the meeting, potato chips, biscuits, tea, coffee and sugar but horror
upon horror, no milk.  I sounded out half a dozen people to see if they’d
dash out to get some.  Michael was the only one to agree.  Using great
enterprise he returned from the restaurant a couple of doors up with a
couple of litres.  He even got them to accept on trust that we’d replace it
later. Thank you Michael and my attempts to influence the judges with
news about this kind act failed to affect the scoring at all. Your good
deed was outweighed by your two minutes over-run.  Pity, as I enjoyed
your mentalism effect and the Michael Ammar silk and coins routine
Our Asian friends have tremendous ability with coins and cards.  John
Fung (top left) is no exception.  He performed, with great panache, 3
coins  across and something he termed ‘flurry  coins across’  finishing
with  a  silk/jumbo coins  production.  Methinks  you  should  have  been
performing in the Intermediate section John; you certainly will be next
year.
Like John, he final person in the New category was obviously not new
to magic.  Vyom Sharma gave a very slick routine with coins and cards
and performed Hollingworth’s ‘Casandra’ like a pro.  He beat John into
second place by just a couple of points to take the prize for first place.
Vyom  has  requested  that  his  involvement  in  the  competition  should  be  considered  as  his  inaugural
performance as part of his entrance requirements into the society as a full member.   Looks pretty good to
me but he still requires his application to appear in two editions of Magic Makers.
See page 11 for some discussion about ‘members in waiting’

 



The Middle Men

A  handful  of  members  entered  the  ‘Intermediate’
category.  
Nick  Morton  was the  star,  winning  this  section  by a
mile.   He’s seen on the right  performing an  extreme
mentalism act and this was the only piece in his very
exact  ten-minute  performance  (newer  members  take
note).  To make a single  effect  last  ten  minutes  and
keep the  audience on tenterhooks at  the same time
means it has to be strong.  This was.  One of the bags
contains the remains of a broken bottle with some very
nasty looking shards pointing upwards.  Nick used two
helpers to instruct him when to stop his hovering hand
as it moved across the top of the bags.  No equivoque
here.  When stop  was  called,  he  stopped,  and  then
removed the bag by smashing his  hand down on it.
Scary  stuff  but  thankfully  when  three  had  been
eliminated  the  reaming  bag  was  lifted  to  reveal  to
broken bottle
Andrew Vashevnik  (bottom left)  performed Braindeck
and an ambitious card routine and managed to magic a
coin into a sealed soda can, 
Grant  Wicks  (bottom  right)  managed  to  elevate  a
Viagra pill (I thought it was the pill that was supposed
to  raise  something)  and worked  a  very  neat  routine
with the Ninja Rings while Bob Sheridan with a lot of
help from Michael  Ammar entertained with a pack of
cards.   Peter  Cook  was  his  usual  amusing  and
inventive  self-doing  all  kinds  of  things  with  Chinese
coins (Hooster); nuts and bolts (Doc Eason) and a bit
of everything with a ball and glass.   Peter received two
awards  before  the  competition  had  even  started.
These had been languishing in the bottom of the library
cupboard and he never took them home.  Most likely
because his trophy shelf’s probably full.
With the Intermediate stage completed we took a short
break to enjoy the tea and coffee made possible by
Michael Ilic’s trip to the French Restaurant



Top Dogs
There were half a dozen guys in the Pro section. These are magicians
who regularly earn money from their craft.  Tom Stevens appeared first,
attired in his clown outfit. What a joy to see somebody actually taking the
bother to dress up for the part. Using furry things and various props Tom
delighted  the  audience  with  hypnosis,  disappearances  and
transformations.  Next up was Neville Finney and like Tom, he had taken
the trouble to dress up and he looked like a magician.   His  waistcoat
seemed to me as though it could hold a dozen aids to his magic. Neville is
of  the  old  school  and  he  performed  like  a  Pro;  confident  and  well
rehearsed as he did  variations  of  the 3 card Monte  and changed the
colour of penknives with remarkable dexterity. Jason Varga (third picture
down) knows lots of stuff and he reeled off a selection; fitting into his ten
minute slot routines with originators like Gregory Wilson, Larry Jennings,
Bill Malone and Patrick Cuffs. He didn’t seem to put a foot wrong.
As always, Dean Atkinson was hilarious and very entertaining.  In fact, he
won the popular vote from the audience and was the “Most Entertaining’
magician of the evening.  I was so taken by his performance that I failed
to make any notes but a couple of things stick in my brain.  He grabbed
Michael Court out of the audience to help out with one of his tricks and
this was a very smart move as Michael was official timekeeper and was
unable to keep track of the minutes as they passed by. This was all done
with great humour and the audience loved it; as they did with his vent act.
This comprised of a couple of big eyes on the top of his hand.  I’d not
seen this before and enjoyed every minute.
Graham Etherington was second last and he did clever stuff with a rubber
duck and a card rising effect that concluded when the controlling device,
held by an assistant, exploded and fell to bits.  

Finally,  came  Simon  Coronel.  Last  year  the
comment was made that the only way to stop him
winning was to tie one hand behind his back.  He
rose to the challenge and did a ‘Rene Lavand’ (see
picture  left)  with  great  effect.   He  managed  to
locate exactly a selected card as number 33 in the
spread out deck; convincing me that we should put

another restriction on this brilliant performer. Here’s the challenge Simon.
Perform a 3 card Monte using only your toes
He squeezed into first place beating Dean by only a point.   This was
poetic  justice  as  Dean  beat  Simon  into  second  place  as  the  most
entertaining by a similar narrow margin.  The race is on………… 



2007 Convention for $70
The big draw

Report by Brian Pleasants

It  was  necessary  to  finish  the  last  of  the  toffees  from  a  glass
container in order to have a suitable receptacle in which to place
the raffle tickets.  We wanted to show that we had no trapdoors in
which to hide the tickets assigned to committee members.  Both
Charles and I had a dread that our names would come out and
everyone would yell,  “Fix! Fix! Fix!”  Tom Stevens had contacted
me to ask if committee members should be allowed into the draw.
“Why not?” responded the President and myself; “We’re paying full
whack like everybody else so why shouldn’t we be included?”
Well Tom must have had 6th sense because his name was one of
the five pulled out of the jar by a visitor. This was closely followed
by Simon Coronel’s name and then Ray Kelly, all members of our
society.   The  other  two  winners  were  Richard  Wibberly  from
Ferntree  Gully  and Alan  Watson,  who’s  from New Zealand and
was featured in Magic Makers last month
We were delighted with the response to the ‘promotion’ More than
70  people  paid  their  $70  deposit  and  some even  paid  the  full
amount  for  the  conference and  a  couple  coughed  up the  $100
banquet charge.  This has given us a working fund to pay deposits
and other charges. More important it has kept the bank balance in
the black so thank you to everybody who supported the idea to
hold a raffle
 I have to let you into a secret and hopefully I will spare Ray Kelly’s
blushes.  At the beginning of the evening he approached me to
make a request.  He said that if by any chance his ticket should be
drawn he would like to donate the prize to Ted Heath, who as you
all know has been through a difficult time. When that ticket was
pulled out by a little girl in the audience I felt very emotional as I
made the announcement about Ray’s kind act.  This was an
extreme example of one magician caring for another 

In Defence of the Stooge
After the Close-Up competition, it was fed back to me that a couple of competitors used a stooge.  Your
humble scribe certainly wasn’t aware of it (too naïve) but I discussed the complaint with one of the oldest
dogs in the business. His thoughts can be seen below.  I open up the debate
  
Before we get into the debate of whether or not it is correct to use stooges in competition, I think it is
important to talk about competition .In my definition of competition it  is the ability of one person to do
something better  than another.   That means that  all  have to do the same thing in order to make that
determination.  To have people all  doing things differently means you have to change the definition of
competition. 
It has been a popular belief that it is possible to have 10 close-up magicians compete with each other all
doing their best stuff. It can be classed a competition, but not in the common usage of the word.  You have
to break it down to what it really is. Who was the most entertaining?  How many times have you seen a
great performer with fewer skills  than the most skilful contestant win the contest?  Often would be my
answer.
In the world of gymnastics, even though they are all doing their own routines, they must all fulfil certain
requirements that are constant for all performers.   That is closer to a real contest.  In magic contests it
seems that the winner is the most popular and most entertaining performer.  Therefore, anything used to
that end is permissible.
I love using stooges and I would like to see them used more often.  I would agree that there is no place for
a stooge in a real competition where all are doing the same requirements. You must remember however,
that stooges have been used for as far back as magic has been recorded.          Continued on next page  

 
In Defence of the Stooge….continued from page 10



We are the only art form where the art form itself is in the hiding of the method.  Therefore if that is the
case, and the stooge is well hidden, it makes me happy.  I love to be fooled and I have been fooled when I
thought there was no stooge and fooled when I thought there was. This debate reminds me of the heated
discussions of about 10 years when everyone was on the rampage debating the stealing of others work.
The truth is the only way to keep someone from stealing your material is to do it so well that it becomes
linked to you.  I.e., Jay Marshall doing Lefty.  Who would dare to steal it?  The only thing that one should
not steal is patter.  It is harder to invent good patter that it is to learn a difficult trick. 
I think if you suspect a stooge was used, you were really fooled and have no other explanation. The only
way you can ever be sure is to know for sure.  Sit back, enjoy, and figure out how you can use a stooge
and fool everyone.  You will get credit for some wonderful magic.

Chuck Fayne…………… 

Now Chew on This

 Let me give you a scenario. 
 On  November  2nd.  I  receive  an  application  for
membership from John Smith.  The Magic  Makers for
the  month  has already  been  distributed.  John  is  very
keen  to  become  a  full  member  and  has  paid  his
nomination  fee.   I  contact  him  to  explain  that  his
application  has  to  appear  in  two  editions  of  Magic
Makers and he has to perform in front of members to
demonstrate his ability.  All straight forward
John’s  first  notice  appears  in  the  December  Magic
Makers and John is keen to perform at the Christmas
party. However, he has to go away on a business trip so
he never gets to the party.   Christmas and New Year
come and go but there is no meeting in January and of
course, Magic Makers is not published.
On February  1st John’s  second  notice  appears  in  the
newsletter  and  he  looks  set  to  go  and  do  his
performance at the meeting that month.  But hold on. It’s
the month when we usually hold the auction.  Poor old
John is now getting frustrated but never mind; he can do
it next month.
March  is  when  we  hold  the  AGM  so  by  now,  our
applicant is becoming more frustrated and wondering if it
is all worthwhile but help is at hand and we provide a
slot for him to do his act after proceedings have finished
with the AGM.  He does his act and it’s a winner. You’re
in,  but  wait;  you  haven’t  been  through  the  initiation
ceremony  yet  John.   By  now  the  committee  is  as
desperate as he is and make special arrangements for
him to be initiated in April  and at last he is now a full
member and beginning in May he can receive the full
benefits of full  membership 6 MONTHS after his initial
application.
You may think this is an extreme case but at least two of
the people initiated last month had been waiting since
June  and  if  we  had  failed  to  include  the  ceremony
(because the competition was going to result in a very
busy night) those people would still be waiting.
The difficulty was not foreseen when the new rule about
applications  being  published  in  our  newsletter  was
introduced.  So, an arrangement is now in place where
new  applicants  are  given  ‘associate  membership’  so
long  as  they  have  paid  their  nomination  fee.   This
enables them to make use of the library and enjoy other
benefits but they cannot vote at the AGM or any other
meeting.

This information is being published to answer a couple
of  queries  about  new  people  entering  the  Close-Up
competition.
Now  that  brings  up  another  subject  for  discussion.
Chuck has thrown his hat into the ring about the use of
stooges.  He appears to make a valid point but I am sure
there are people out there who disagree so lets have
your opinion and while you’re at it, give this matter some
thought.
At  the  competition  the  ‘New’  section  was  won  by  a
person  who  was  obviously  not  new  to  magic.   No
complaints  about  that  because  as  he’s  been  in  the
society for less than a year he qualified for that category
as was another ‘more than beginner’ competitor.    Now
here’s the question.  How experienced is ‘experienced’.
Like Chuck suggests, it’s not exactly a level playing field.
Perhaps when a newcomer performs his inaugural  act
he  should  be  placed  into  a  category….  1,2,3  or  4
maybe.    What do  you  think  folks?  Lets  have  some
debate  and feedback,  otherwise  it’s  status  quo at  the
next competition.

Brian

Lost Property

Ian Baxter  is  seeking  a  copy  of  Al  Baker's
book PET SECRETS, to replace a lost copy
he once had. If any reader has a copy they
are prepared to sell, phone him on 9801 6072
or 0418 539 326.



 More Applications for Membership

We are delighted to have four more applications for membership
after  the  recent  rush  of  initiations.   Any  objections  to  the
proposed membership should be put in writing to the secretary
Steven  Fioretti  (top  left)  proposed  by  Glenn  Hamilton  and
seconded by Charles Gauci.  Lives at  54 Grove St, Eltham.
He’s been interested in magic for the last 6 years and performs
as Comic Characters.
Vyom  Sharma  (top  right)  proposed  by  Glenn  Hamilton  and
seconded  by  Brian  Pleasants.   Lives  at  37  Blackwood  St.
Carnegie.  He’s  a medical  student  and has been interested  in
magic since January 2005.
Isak  Mihalj,  (bottom  left)  proposed  Brian  Pleasants,  seconded
Charles Gauci.  Lives at 26A Mons Parade, Noble Park. And has
been involved with magic since 1997.
Brett  Parkin (bottom right)  proposed Glenn Hamilton,  seconded
Brian  Pleasants.   Lives  at  7  Springvalley  Drive,  Templestone.
He’s been involved in magic for 10 years and has a stage name of
Amazing Danny
Last  months  Magic  Makers  gave  the  first  announcement  of
applications by Steven Hantos and Ron Dorre.  This is the second
call
 

The Last Word
From the President’s Desk

I wish to thank all those who registered early for our forthcoming convention. The response was
excellent. It is our intention to attract as many l ocal and overseas participants as possible so we ar e
offering one final incentive. Names of those who re gister and pay a $100 deposit before December
10th. will be entered into a raffle. Three winners will be drawn at the ASM meeting on December
12th. They will get the price of the convention for  the cost of the deposit, that is $100.  For those
who do not win the balance of $180 can be made in t wo payments.  There will be no further raffles
after this.

To allow participants flexibility of choice we have kept separate the $100 cost of the banquet.  This is an
additional charge.  It will be held in the magnificent ANZ Pavilion Room at the Melbourne Arts Centre,
which offers first class views of the city of Melbourne.

During my recent stay in Monte Carlo the President of Club Magica in Nice Mr. Gerald Mainart expressed
an interest in coming to our convention. He has agreed to be on the Jury for the competitions. I also
received correspondence from Mr.Phil Wilmarth who is the International President of the IBM in the US.
He also expressed a desire to attend and has agreed to be on the jury.

I am pleased that our convention is attracting some interest overseas. When Nick Morton returns from his
business trip abroad, we will be posting the competition rules on our website and also bring it up to date.
The convention hotel will be the Victoria Hotel in Little Collins St  Melbourne. They have agreed to give our
conventioneers a reduced price and have perfect 1st floor facilities for Bar Magic.
More on this later.
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